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Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting 

up his hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing 

them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 

into heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned 

to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were 

continually in the temple blessing God.  

Luke 24:50-53 

On Thursday, May 26th, Christians worldwide will celebrate 

the Ascension of Jesus Christ. This festival occurs 40 days 

after Easter (10 days before Pentecost) and marks the time 

that Jesus spent with his disciples after his resurrection 

speaking of the kingdom of God. The 40 days signifies both a 

sacred time in the Bible (Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness) 

and in the church year (40 days of Lent). Some churches 

celebrate the actual day, while others move it to the Sunday 

before or after the fortieth day. Many churches forgo the 

celebration. 

On the fortieth day after his resurrection, Jesus ascended 

into heaven at the Mount of Olives with his disciples 

gathered around him.  He told the disciples to wait and trust 

in the Holy Spirit that would soon be arriving. Acts 1: 9-11 

states, “When he had said this, as they were watching, he 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While 

he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 

‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 

heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.’” This scripture has been highlighted as a painting 

hung over the altar in many churches throughout the 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Trinity in 

Sebastopol/Tavistock is one such example.  

The glory of God descended; Jesus returned to God and is 

forever seated at the right hand of God. How fitting is it that 

the disciples were visited by two men in dazzling robes to 

bring a sense of hope and promise for the future? These two 

angels brought that same hope and promise to the grieving 

women at the empty tomb after Jesus’ death. We live as 

faithful people of hope and promise, knowing that we are 

called to be the presence of Jesus in a weary world. 

The Ascension of Jesus Christ was first marked as a festival in 

the fourth century. It is a living theology! Jesus ascending 

into heaven did not mean that Jesus had left the “proverbial 

building” to no longer be with us, so to speak. Throughout 

his earthly years, Jesus lived with humanity in learning about 

the human condition to understand the emotions of 

humanity in teaching and preaching the word of God, in 

miracles of healing and abundance. He was raised back to 

God in his divinity, but his presence is still felt in our lives 

through our service and love for one another.  

Throughout history, many theologians have tried to make 

sense of the Ascension. In the book, Keeping Time, The 

Church’s Year, authors Gail Ramshaw and Mons Teig write: 

Pope Leo, in the fifth century, preached that Christ 

had ascended into the eucharist. Some theologians, 

imagining heaven as similar to a medieval court, 

described the Ascension as Christ pleading our case 

before the divine majesty. Martin Luther… understood 

the resurrection as Christ ascending into the cosmos. 

Ecological theologians suggest that on Ascension, we 

think of Christ as now in the earth itself.  

The Ascension of Jesus tells us that while he is no longer 

physically with us on earth, we trust that a place is prepared 

for us in heaven. We affirm that Jesus’ divine presence will 

see us through the struggles and joys, the hardships and 

happiness of our lives. Our faith affirms that the Risen Lord is 

with us in spirit, calling us to serve as we are able.    

The disciples returned to Jerusalem, where they continued to 

praise and give thanks to the Lord their God. No longer were 

they full of grief and sorrow. They knew the joy of the 

kingdom of God; they knew the power found through Jesus 

Christ. They held fast in their faith while waiting for the Holy 

Spirit to enter in, through, and around them just as Jesus had 

promised. May we do the same. 

The Ascension of Our Lord 

The Rev. Leanne Darlington, Visitation Pastor 
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Church Council News Financial Update 

Carol Murray, Congregational Council 

Year-to-date figures updated through March 31st, 2022. 
Capital Fund carry-over from 2021, not included above, is $21,504. 

2022 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 64,053 64,926 (873) 

Expenses 77,749 77,978 (229) 

Total ($13,696) ($13,052) ($644) 

 2022 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 3,569 4,375 (806) 

Expenses 0 4,375 (4,375) 

Total $3,569 0 $3,569 

For the month of March, we received $21,996 in income 

leaving us with a year-to-date total of $64,053. This was just 

below our budgeted  target  of $64,926.  Our expenses for 

March were $24,579, and year-to-date expenses were 

$77,749.  As of March 31st, we are sitting with a deficit of 

$13,696 which is actually very close to where we expect to 

be at this time of year. 

For the Capital Fund (excluding our Major Capital 

Expenditures appeal), we received an income of in March of 

$1,183 and there were no expenses. If we look at the year-

to-date income, we are a little behind what we had 

budgeted by $806.  

We have decided to report our Major Capital Expenditures 

income separately from our usual Capital Fund activity.  As 

of March 31st, we have received $12,250 towards the new 

roof/boiler project.  If you are interested in donating to the 

major capital expenses approved at the Annual Meeting, 

please mark your envelope with “Major Capital 

Expenditures “.  If you are using pre-authorized remittance 

(PAR), you can designate extra funds by contacting our 

Parish Administrator, Jamie Courtney.  

Pat Schmetzer, Council Secretary 

Spring has finally arrived 

and Trinity youth have 

Colour Paradise Gift 

cards for sale! This 

fundraiser will support 

future youth events and 

activities, and make your 

gardens burst with 

colour!  

Gift cards are $20 and you can get them from Pastor Tanya 

on Sunday mornings or you can contact her about a pick-up 

or drop-off through the week. Gift certificates are available 

only while supplies last. 

Colour Paradise Fundraiser 

Council met via Zoom on Wednesday, April 20th. 

Pastor Leanne Darlington has been known as our “Interim 

Visitation Pastor” but she has been doing our visitation and 

pastoral care ministry for more than a year now, and is an 

integral part of team. Council has decided that her title 

should be “Visitation Pastor” and we should no longer refer 

to her as being “interim”. Thank you, Pastor Leanne, for all 

you do for us! 

A pre-construction meeting with the contractor for our flat 

roof project was held on April 12th. The materials have 

arrived and were placed on the roof ready to go. The start 

date was pushed back a bit due to weather and scheduling.  

The contractor will notify us ahead of the work starting, 

hopefully in May.  

Adult Learning will wrap up for the season after May 1st and 

then we will break until the fall. Sunday morning outdoor 

fellowship will begin on the May long weekend, weather 

permitting. 

Finally, we will continue with our present pandemic 

procedures and masking rules.  Council reviews these 

procedures monthly. 
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Gentle Readers  

The May selection for the Gentle 

Readers book club is The Difference by 

Marina Endicott. The group meets 

again on May 17th at 7:00 pm. Simply 

come to the meeting having read the 

book in advance. 

The group meets in the Martin Luther 

Room at Trinity. Facemasks required. 

Monday Morning Meetup 

During the pandemic, Trinity implemented a Monday 

Morning Meetup as a social time for outdoor visiting in 

warmer months. 

We’re glad to welcome back the meetups starting on May 

30th! We will gather again on the Peel Street lawn from 10:00 

am to 11:00 am. Bring your lawn chair and morning coffee 

for a time of fellowship. 

In the coming weeks, Trinity will be hosting two services with 

Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation). On May 8th at the 

9:30 am worship service, we will be confirming the class of 

2021, which was delayed due to pandemic gathering 

restrictions. We celebrate that day with Isaac Brubacher, 

Joey Durrer, Karley MacDonald, and William Ramer. 

On June 5th, our customary confirmation day on Pentecost 

Sunday, we will celebrate with Tori Burchatzki, Lilly 

Courtney, Olivia Faulhafer, Merena MacDonald, and Lauren 

Margetts. 

Confirmation Services 

Thanks to Susan Gross for the lovely picture of the robin’s 

nest on the front cover of the Dove. The nest is in a tree right 

by the Gross’ front door! 

Got a terrific picture we could use in our Trinity publications? 

Send them to mail@telc.ca and you might see one pop up in 

the Dove, online Sunday worship, or weekly emailer. 

Signs of Spring 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

Worship in 

the Park 

Sunday, June 12th ▪ 11:00 am 

 

Upper Queen’s Park Bandshell 

55 Queen Street, Stratford 

You are invited to join Trinity and the churches of the 

Nith Valley Ministry Area for a joint worship service. 

 

Consider packing a lunch to enjoy following worship. 

Trinity will forgo in-person and online worship on June 12th  

so that folks may attend this outdoor service. 

BRING A LAWNCHAIR 
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We offer our congratulations to 

Sherry and Ron Wallace celebrating 

their 50th wedding anniversary in 

May. 

We grieve with the family of Bill 

Weichel who died on March 31st; 

with the family of Peggy Faulhafer 

who died on April 10th; and with the family of Ken Pauli who 

died on April 19th. Blessed are they who mourn. 

Sacraments and Seasons 

Youth News 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Games… Games, and More Games! 

As we have passed the two year mark of this pandemic and 

gathering online, the youth have mastered hanging out via 

Zoom. We have tried a variety of games, and each month, 

we have enjoyed each other’s company and have shared 

many laughs. If you are interested in joining us, details are 

sent out monthly via email and we generally gather online on 

a Friday or Saturday evening. If you are currently in grades 5 

to 12 and are not receiving our youth emails with the 

invitations, please email Heidi at hvanschaik@rogers.com to 

get added to the email list. 

 

Messages of Hope 

Two years ago, the 

youth of Trinity, New 

Hamburg and St. 

Peter’s, Cambridge 

joined forces to create 

a video for our 

congregations. As 

many of us face uncertainty and anxiety during this phase of 

the pandemic, it seems like the perfect time to share this 

video again and spread some Messages of Hope! We hope 

you enjoy and it brings a smile to your face.  https://

youtu.be/2qUz03C1KFE 

 

Eastern Synod Scholarship 

The Eastern Synod offers three scholarship opportunities for 

youth pursuing a post-secondary education. The purpose of 

these three scholarship funds is to provide financial support 

to those young Christians wishing to or currently pursuing a 

post-secondary education. All funds are administered by a 

Scholarship Committee appointed by the Eastern Synod 

Council. This financial support is available for the 2022-2023 

academic year. The deadline to apply is May 31st, 2022 and 

the application can be found on the Synod website https://

bit.ly/3k80mUL or by contacting Heidi via email at 

hvanschaik@rogers.com. 

For many years, Trinity has 

supported the work of 

oneROOF Youth Services who 

provide safety and support to 

youth who are experiencing 

homelessness, or who are at 

risk of homelessness, in 

Waterloo Region. One support we offered each spring was to 

collect sleeping bags. 

This year, it seems our friends at oneROOF have a full 

inventory of sleeping bags, so they’ve asked for our help with 

a different project: medical grade pillows. The pandemic 

revealed a need in their shelter for pillows that can be easily 

cleaned. They provided us with information on a couple of 

pillow options that will meet their needs. 

To ensure oneROOF gets the types of pillows that they need, 

Trinity will purchase the requested pillows, and invite our 

members and friends to provide a donation to cover the 

cost. A donation of $25 buys one pillow for oneROOF. If we 

raise more than is needed to purchase the 18 pillows 

oneROOF requires, additional funds will be given to 

oneROOF for use where needed most. 

If you’d care to contribute to this endeavor, please put your 

$25 donation in an envelope marked “oneROOF pillows”. 

Cheques payable to Trinity Lutheran Church. 

Pillows for oneROOF 

https://youtu.be/2qUz03C1KFE
https://youtu.be/2qUz03C1KFE
https://bit.ly/3k80mUL
https://bit.ly/3k80mUL
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Visioning Update: Hubs and Stakeholders 

Five years ago, when I began serving with Trinity, I was 

excited about the busyness in the building. Trinity was not 

just a building that was unlocked for Sunday morning 

worship. Prior to the pandemic, as part of a project related 

to the road reconstruction work on Church Street, we 

estimated that roughly 500 people moved throughout the 

building in any given week. These people are Trinity 

members, but also community members using the many 

services available here at 23 Church Street. Do you think you 

could name all the groups that utilize Trinity’s space? 

In one of our recent visioning meetings with EDGE 

facilitators, the Visioning Task Team re-learned two words of 

importance: hubs and stakeholders. When we heard the 

words, we all remarked the significance these words might 

have for Trinity’s future. 

First off, Trinity is a community hub! For many of us, our 

facility is primarily a church, the home of our faith 

community. But for many in the wider community, ours is a 

building that provides care for body, mind, and spirit, with 

some of these services being provided by other partners or 

stakeholders. Once our sexton, Brian Racho, opens the doors 

each morning, people flow in and out of the building until 

the late evening. That, to me, is a hub of activity. According 

to settlement.org, “A community hub is a public space that 

brings several community agencies and neighbourhood 

groups together to offer a range of activities, programs, and 

services.” I think this is a very accurate definition of our 

Trinity facility. Almost every inch of our building is used for 

programming designed to build community or provide a 

service to our neighbours. And Trinity has been a hub in the 

community for over 35 years, starting first with our partners 

at Interfaith Counselling Centre. Since then, we’ve expanded 

the space we’ve offered to other community groups and 

organizations. Each person that comes through the doors, no 

matter the reason, could be considered a stakeholder.  

The word stakeholder often conjures images from the 

business world. Loosely defined, it is a person with an 

interest in something. As members and friends of the 

congregation of Trinity, we are also stakeholders in day-to-

day finances, our worship life, committee meetings, the 

Pastor Tanya Varner, Visioning Task Team 

stewardship of our building and other assets, and the 

mission and vision of the congregation.  

The church’s definition of “membership” is perhaps too 

narrow. Members of Trinity are more than just people who 

give an offering once a year and/or receive communion once 

a year (this is our constitutional definition of membership). 

But since the beginning of the pandemic, we have folks who 

join us for worship from far and wide, and we have people 

who work with our committees on service projects who live 

in other cities. Our understanding of membership is 

beginning to expand among Trinity people. The traditional 

“membership” context limits just how many people have a 

vested interest in what happens at 23 Church Street, New 

Hamburg. Our stakeholders are Community Care Concepts 

and Interfaith Counselling Centre; our stakeholders are folks 

in the wider community who walk through our doors and 

attend community events in Trinity Hall. Our stakeholders 

are grateful for our partnerships, not just for providing a 

physical space for their programs, but for the continued and 

open communication of the needs of the community.  

Our Trinity community offers this busy hub of activity to 

invested stakeholders and is open to build new partnerships. 

Our history as a congregation has seen us grow into 

something larger than could have been imagined at the time 

of Jacob Seyler’s baptism in 1834, the founding of our 

congregation. I believe we have the potential to offer an 

even more important hub for New Hamburg and Wilmot. 

Generations ago, many dreamed of building a Lutheran 

Church in New Hamburg, and then worked together to make 

that a reality. Now, we are invited to continue to build upon 

that dream. Our baptismal promises continue the invitation 

to live among God’s faithful people, nurture faith and prayer, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and 

the world God made, and work for justice and peace 

(adapted from Holy Baptism, ELW p. 228). We hope you will 

join us in discovering who God is calling us to be right now, 

what dreams God is inviting us to explore, and what new 

ways we can serve our neighbours. 
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 Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Leanne Darlington, visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 

Grass Cutting 

Church Council is looking for 

volunteers for grass cutting in spring, 

summer, and fall. This task could be 

shared between several helpers, and is 

ideal for high school students looking 

for volunteer hours. 

If you are interested, please contact 

Mike Gascon or the church office. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

observes the 4th Annual World Bee Day on May 20th. For 

centuries bees, among the hardest working creatures on the 

planet, have benefited people, plants and the environment. 

Bees and other pollinators affect 35 percent of the world’s 

crop production, contributing to food security and nutrition. 

To learn more, visit https://www.un.org/en/observances/

bee-day. 

World Bee Day 

At their most recent meeting, the ELCIC’s National Church 

Council issued the following statement: 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) joins 

the World Council of Churches, The Lutheran World 

Federation, and the Canadian Council of Churches in calling 

for an immediate ceasefire in Ukraine and global solidarity 

with the people of Ukraine. 

We denounce any and every use of deadly armed force to 

resolve disputes that could be resolved by dialogue. We 

firmly believe that dialogue – based on the principles of 

international law and respect for established national 

borders – was and is the proper path for the resolution of 

tensions surrounding Ukraine. We call for an immediate end 

to the current armed hostilities, and for the protection of all 

human lives and communities threatened by this violence.  

The ELCIC through its partnership with Canadian Lutheran 

World Relief calls on its members to respond 

through financial support to the urgent humanitarian 

needs in Ukraine.  

ELCIC Statement on Ukraine 

We ask all members, 

congregations and related 

agencies to examine their 

financial investments to 

ensure they do not support 

Russian investments. 

We urge all members and all 

people of good will around the 

world to join us in prayer for 

peace for the people of Ukraine and the region.  

Loving God, you are our peace. We pray for peace between 

Russia and Ukraine. We pray for the people of Ukraine – 

those who are forced to flee, those who are trapped and 

unable to flee, those who are in need of aid, those who have 

died. We pray for Ukrainian and Russian soldiers, that they 

may be moved to lay down their weapons. We pray for world 

leaders, that they would be led into your ways of peace and 

justice. We pray for our whole world who watches and 

worries. God have mercy!  

https://www.un.org/en/observances/bee-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/bee-day


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
11:00 am Adult Learning (Zoom) 
       with Pastor Tanya 
11:00 am Confirmation Class (Zoom) 
 
 

2 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

3 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

4 
12:00 pm 
Worship  
Committee 
Meeting 

5 
9:30 am 
Music Together 

6 7 
9:15 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

8 
4th Sunday of Easter + Confirmation 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
 
 

9 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

10 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
7:00 pm 
Visioning Task 
Team 

11 
 

12 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
 
 

13 
 

14 
9:15 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 

15 
5th Sunday of Easter + Baptism 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
11:00 am Fellowship (Zoom) 
11:00 am Confirmation Class (Zoom) 
 
 
 
 

16 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

17 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

18 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
 
Dove Deadline 
(June Issue) 

19 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
9:15 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 

22 
6th Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
11:00 am Outdoor Fellowship,  
       weather permitting 
 
 
 

23 
Victoria Day 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
 

24 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

25 
 

26 
9:30 am 
Music Together 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
9:15 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 

29 
7th Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
11:00 am Outdoor Fellowship,  
       weather permitting 
 
 
 

30 
10:00 am 
Monday 
Meetup 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

31 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
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