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Prickly Patience
The Rev. Tanya Varner, Pastor
Sometimes, a little patience can go a long way.
It’s funny how I need to learn this lesson time and time
again. Earlier this year, in one of my Sunday morning
sermons, I mentioned that I have a 20-year-old summer
cactus, which I cannot get to bloom. In the last twenty years,
I bet it has only bloomed about 5 times, and I lamented my
impatience with the plant, because when it blooms it is
gorgeous. I appreciate its beauty!
I also have a frustrated impatience this time of year with the
goose population. Instead of flying, they
waddle across the busy streets to get to
the other side. (Sounds like the chicken
joke gone bad!)
What’s worse, is that I get impatient with
myself for being so impatient. Things
don’t happen fast enough. I am in
constant need of the reminder to be
patient: with myself, with others, with
time.
There are lots of scripture references
about patience:
Romans 12:12 – Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer.
Psalm 40:1 – I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to
me and heard my cry.
Romans 8:25 – But if we hope for what we do not see, we
wait for it with patience.
Colossians 3:12 – Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.
We live in a world where technology has made
communication instantaneous. We want to know what’s
happening in the world, so we turn on the 24/7 news
channel. Snail mail is what we used to call sending a letter in
the mail. Now, even sending emails is considered a similarly
slow form of communication. We want a cure for things right
now! We want everything in our own timing, yet we so

quickly forget that many things that are important, the
things that matter, are all God’s timing.
It's hard to be patient in the in-between times. Yet if we stop
and intentionally slow down, we might actually see things in
a new way. Back to those geese that make me impatient...
could it be that the geese, which God created and called
good in their need to walk slowly across the road, make me
slow down and become more aware of my surroundings?
Maybe they are God’s small voice encouraging me to not
rush through the drive, or not rush to the
next thing on my to-do list. Maybe they
gift me with the reminder to slow down
and look at what’s happening around me,
to see the interconnectedness of all of
God’s creation – the birds, the creepy
crawlers, the trees in beautiful bloom, the
smell of the Spring air.
And that summer cactus, well it was my
daughter the other day who pointed out
that there is a red bud ready to burst
forth. And not just one... but many! I had
become so impatient with this plant that I
forgot to appreciate its entire beauty. Luke 12:27-28 reminds
us, “Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor
spin. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive
today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much
more will he clothe you—you of little faith!” (Including you of
little patience, too!)
Sometimes in my impatience, I get a little self-involved about
how things only impact me. Yet Luke’s gospel reminds me to
remember that God does in fact take care of all of God’s
creation, in God’s time, and maybe there is a good reminder
in that for all of us. Creation is so amazing, there is so much
to appreciate, and so much to yet discover, and instead of
getting burdened in the impatience of wanting things in our
own timing, maybe God is inviting us to consider what we
see and experience in the waiting time as an opportunity for
growth as well.
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Church Council News

Funeral Lunch Help

Pat Schmetzer, Council Secretary
Trinity’s Church Council met via Zoom on Wednesday, May
18th.
Our Visioning Task Team is nearing the end of the first phase
of this project. They’ve been doing some exciting things and
they expect to bring some recommendations to council this
fall. We can look forward to seeing the video clips that they
are preparing to showcase the church and our partners.
Council is looking at some options for replacing two smoke
detectors near the peak of the ceiling in our sanctuary.
Currently, they can only be accessed by installing scaffolding.
This can be fairly expensive and needs to be done about
every 10 years. New technologies may offer some long term
savings.
Council is working on fundraising plans for our major capital
expenditures. Some fun and interesting ideas have been
brought forward. Stay tuned!
You may have noticed some yellow caution tape around the
old day care playground area. This was put up to discourage
local youth from playing in this area until all the old materials
have been safely removed.

During the pandemic, we put a hold on hosting a time of
fellowship following funerals at Trinity, due to pandemic
rules that governed how food is served, and best practices
for mitigating the spread of COVID-19.
As rules have relaxed, we’re once again giving the option to
families to have a time of fellowship that involves food
following a funeral. Prior to the pandemic, our funeral lunch
team had made the decision to stop preparing meals
themselves. Instead, families were invited to hire the
services of a caterer, and our Trinity volunteers would serve
the catered food, and also provide tea and coffee. This is
model being offered once again.
We are putting out a call to extend our list of volunteers who
are willing to serve such a catered lunch at Trinity following a
funeral. If you would be willing to help in this capacity,
please contact Pastor Tanya. It’s an important ministry of
hospitality.
From time to time families are looking for a lighter option,
and some of our folks are hoping Trinity might offer to serve
squares or other similar desserts on a smaller scale than a
catered lunch. If you would also be willing to assist by
making squares, if needed, please let Pastor Tanya know.

Faithful Election Conversation
On May 12th, Martin Luther University College hosted a panel
discussion featuring candidates in the upcoming provincial
election answering concerns of faith communities, including:
▪

poverty, inequality, and affordable housing

▪

the climate crisis

▪

healthcare and long-term care

▪

advancing racial equality for Indigenous, Black, and
other racialized communities in Ontario

If you missed the live online event, a recording can be seen
here: bit.ly/3ySnL5e
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Masks in Worship

Learning from Our Youth

At Trinity, we recognize that wearing masks is a way of
continuing to care for each other during this pandemic. In
that spirit, Trinity continues to require masks in worship and
for visitors to the office. As the weather begins to warm up,
we know that some folks may find it uncomfortable to wear
a mask on hot, humid days. Please consider joining us for
online worship if you find that easier in hot weather.

The TRC Team is thankful for the presence of Lillian
Brubacher in our group. Each meeting she enthusiastically
updates us on what is happening with Indigenous matters in
her classroom, school (Kitchener-Waterloo Collegiate) and
region. We are passing along to you some of the books, links
to videos and articles that she has shared with us. May they
help you on your journey to understanding more about our
Indigenous neighbours:

Occasionally, on very hot days, Pastor Tanya may need to
remove her mask to preach the sermon. On those Sundays,
we will add extra layers of protection by increasing
ventilation and keeping the first two rows of pews empty to
maintain more distance around her.

▪

Five Little Indians by Michelle Good. Fictionalized stories
of residential school survivors.

▪

The Marrow Thieves by Cherie Dimaline. A fictional
novel about the effects of residential schools written in a
dystopian manner about a future world where settlers
rely on Indigenous people for the ability to dream.

▪

legacyofhope.ca/english/education/videos/. A series of
longer videos mostly of residential school survivors
telling their stories and there are many that are quite
long but If you have spare time they are very interesting.

▪

bit.ly/3wGp3P6. Instagram post about a mural made at
Kitchener-Waterloo Collegiate.

▪

Truth and reconciliation commission:

Thank you for helping to protect each other. If you have
questions, please speak to Pastor Tanya.

Worship in
the Park

 Government Apology: bit.ly/38H0Mzx
 Names of Children Who Died: bit.ly/3MD5g8V
 We Are All One: bit.ly/3sU9UaK

Sunday, June 12th ▪ 11:00 am
Upper Queen’s Park Bandshell
55 Queen Street, Stratford
You are invited to join Trinity and the churches of the
Nith Valley Ministry Area for a joint worship service.

▪

Keeping language alive
 Blackbird by The Beatles bit.ly/3sSngnK
 Haida Language bit.ly/3wJzNMV

Gentle Readers

Consider packing a lunch to enjoy following worship.

BRING A LAWNCHAIR
Trinity will forgo in-person and online worship on June 12th
so that folks may attend this outdoor service.
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The June selection for the Gentle Readers
book club is Broken Promise by Linwood
Barclay. The group meets again on June
21st at 7:00 pm. Simply come to the
meeting having read the book in
advance.
The group meets in the Martin Luther
Room at Trinity. Facemasks required.

Youth News

oneROOF Donations

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker

Trinity supports the work of
oneROOF Youth Services who
provide safety and support to
youth who are experiencing
homelessness, or who are at
risk of homelessness, in
Waterloo
Region.
Trinity
maintains a drop-off basket for
oneROOF donations throughout the year. While we've
accepted clothing in the past, please note that oneROOF is
no longer accepting clothing donations. Other items that
they do not accept are toothpaste, soap, and feminine
hygiene products. If you'd like to drop off items for oneROOF
at Trinity, consider these things from their wishlist:

Online Games Night!
The youth are experts at hanging out via Zoom and we are
always looking for more youth to join us. We have had a lot
of fun playing various games online, but are always open to
new suggestions. If you are interested in joining us, details
are sent out monthly via email and we generally gather
online on a Friday or Saturday evening. If you are currently in
grades 5 to 12 and are not receiving our youth emails with
the invitations, please email Heidi to be added to the email
list: hvanschaik@rogers.com.
A Face to Face Event?
As the weather has gotten nicer, we are looking at the option
of gathering outdoors for a youth event. Maybe an outdoor
movie night? A hike? A campfire? A litter walk? A sidewalk
chalk rally? Any other ideas? If you are in grades 5 to 12 and
you are interested in joining us for an outdoor event, please
email Heidi (email above).
Announcing Bridges VBS 2022!
Caterpillar Clark and the Miracle Chase
Join us for another online VBS adventure July 11th to 15th!
We will have daily videos, music, crafts, games and more!
Clark the Caterpillar is looking for the little miracles of
everyday life. “God performs wonders that cannot be
fathomed, miracles that cannot be counted.” Job 5:9
New this year, join us in Waterloo for an in-person outdoor
opening gathering on Sunday, July 10th and a closing
gathering on Friday, July 15th, weather permitting. More
details are coming soon. Take home activity kits will be
available at our opening event to help keep you busy all
week! Watch for more details at bridgesvbs.weebly.com or
www.facebook.com/bridgesvbs. To be added to the email
list, email bridgesvbs@gmail.com.

Monday Morning Meetup
We will gather on the Peel Street lawn from 10:00 am to
11:00 am on Mondays for a time of fellowship during the
summer. Bring your lawn chair — we’d love to see you!

▪
▪
▪
▪

Haircare products: brushes, combs, clips
Toothbrushes, deodorant, chapstick
Travel-sized shampoo, conditioner, and body wash
NEW underwear for women and men

We’re pleased to share that we met our goal to raise funds
to purchase a set of 18 medical grade pillows for their
shelter! Any additional donations that we receive towards
this specific project will go directly to oneROOF to be used
where needed most. The picture above is of Pastor Tanya
and Bonnie Kropf of oneROOF after the pillows arrived!

Sacraments and Seasons
On Sunday, May 22nd we
welcomed Mary Hasenpflug
and Lynn Perrin as new
members. In March, we also
welcomed
Bruce
Cook,
pictured.
We offer our congratulations to Gisela Magnus, celebrating
her 90th birthday in June! We also offer our congratulations
to folks celebrating milestone anniversaries in June: Ken and
Marilyn Hoffman (60); Pat and Launi Eichler (50); Art and
Jeanette Long (60); and Paul and Janet Janzen (60).
We grieve with the family of Maggie Seigel who died on May
5th, and with the family of Margot Popp who died on May 9th.
Blessed are they who mourn.
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Major Capital Expenditures Update
Rick Ritz, Church Council
We’ve had some interesting suggestions for fundraising
programs in support our Major Capital Expenditures. A quilt
has already been donated for an upcoming raffle. Other
suggestions include food trucks in the parking lot, and a
crokinole tournament. Watch for more information about
these activities soon!

Roof Work Nearing Completion!
Trinity’s flat roof replacement
work began on Easter Monday,
after a delayed start due to
inconsistent weather and
COVID-related staffing issues
earlier this Spring. The project
is expected to be finished
within a few more working
days.

If you find yourself in a position to make a donation toward
this once-in-a-generation project, there are numerous ways
to do that:

The roofing company is using a cold-applied product so
anyone who visited the building may have noticed the
absence of the traditional hot pots of melted tar around the
site. The accompanying odor from these simmering tar
vessels was also noticeably absent! The technology has
changed which results in less odor, a safer work environment
and easier repairs if necessary down the road. That’s
especially important because we expect to be replacing the
HVAC units on the roof of the Martin Luther Room (main
office area) in the near future.

Trinity’s members and stakeholders have already started to
generously respond to this project. To date we have received
$20,285 and the Endowment Fund has pledged another
$23,000 toward our Major Capital Expenditures of $272,000
approved at the Annual Meeting in February. The roof
portion of the overall project is $190,000 and the rest will
cover the investment in new HVAC units and heating boiler
replacements.

▪

Make a contribution through our envelope system by
marking “Major Capital Expenditures” on an envelope.

▪

Pledge a monthly amount through Pre-Authorized
Remittance (PAR) by contacting our Parish
Administrator.

▪

Donate investments/securities you already own through
ELFEC (the Synod foundation) or your own financial
advisor or institution.

▪

Make a provision in your will for an estate donation.

▪

Donate your Ontario License plate sticker refund, getting
a tax receipt for money you already spent.

▪

Support our upcoming fundraising activities.

We need to make
investments in our
building to facilitate
the mission and
ministry of our
congregation and
the many groups
who call 23 Church
Street their home.
Our building truly is
a community hub,
providing a home
for ministry partners like Interfaith Counselling Centre,
Community Care Concepts, Alcoholics Anonymous, TOPS, as
well as rental groups like Music Together and the Schweitzer
Karate.
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Financial Update
Carol Murray, Congregational Council

2022 General Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

86,230

85,734

496

Expenses

101,675

103,485

(1,810)

($15,445)

($17,751)

$2,306

Total

2022 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

4,797

5,833

(1,036)

Expenses

0

5,833

(5,833)

44,797

0

$4,797

Total

Year-to-date figures updated through April 30th, 2022.
Capital Fund carry-over from 2021, not included above, is $21,504.

Total Investment: $272,000
Actual YTD
16,835

Expenses

71,666

Total

For our Capital Fund, our regular income for the month is
$1,228, now $4,797 year to date. We’ve had no regular
capital fund projects through April, so our expenses are $0.
In April, our income towards our Major Capital Expenditures
was $4,585, now $16,835 year to date. We received the first
invoice for the roof work of $71,666. This presently leaves
us with a deficit of $54,831 for our Major Capital
Expenditures project.
After overwhelming support for these critical repairs at the
Annual Meeting, and with work now fully underway, please
consider making a special donation if you haven't already.
Any donations to these projects (flat roof, boilers, HVAC
units) should be marked on your envelope as “Major Capital
Expenditures”. If you are using pre-authorized remittance
(PAR), you can designate extra funds by contacting our
Parish Administrator, Jamie Courtney. Thank you those
Trinity members and friends who have so far contributed so
generously!

Major Capital Expenditures

Receipts

Trinity had a pretty good month of April. We had General
Fund income of $22,177, which brings our year to date
income to $86,230. This slightly exceeds the $85,734 we
had budgeted for income. Our expenses for the month are
$23,927, making our year to date expenses $101,675. This
leaves us with a year to date deficit of $15,445, which is
better than the $17,751 deficit budget through the end of
April.

($54,831)

Receipts and expenses for Major Capital Expenditures through April 30th, 2022.

Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor
Leanne Darlington, visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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June 2022
Sunday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

Thursday

2

Friday

3

9:30 am
Music Together

5

6

7

Day of Pentecost
+ Affirmation of Baptism
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship

10:00 am
Monday
Meetup
6:00 pm
TOPS

9:30 am
Prayer Circle
5:00 pm
Karate

8

12

13

14

15

The Holy Trinity
11:00 am NVMA Worship in the Park
55 Queen Street, Stratford
Bring a lawn chair

10:00 am
Monday
Meetup
6:00 pm
TOPS

5:00 pm
Karate

7:00 pm
Church Council
Meeting

19

20

21

22

2nd Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship

10:00 am
Monday
Meetup
6:00 pm
TOPS

5:00 pm
Karate
7:00 pm
Gentle Readers

26

27

28

3rd Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship

10:00 am
Monday
Meetup
6:00 pm
TOPS
7:00 pm
TRC Task Team

5:00 pm
Karate

9

10

9:30 am
Music Together

29

30

11
9:15 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

17

9:30 am
Music Together
9:30 am
NVMA
Dove Deadline Rostered
(Summer Issue) Leaders

23

4
9:15 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

9:30 am
Music Together

16

Saturday

18
9:15 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

24

25
9:15 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

