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But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the 

birds in the sky, and they will tell you; or speak to the 

earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea 

inform you. Which of all these does not know that the 

hand of the Lord has done this? In his hand is the life of 

every creature and the breath of all mankind.   

Job 12:7-10 NIV 

How many of you have had or have pets? 2020 statistics 

from Narrative Research suggest that 55% of the population 

in Canada has a pet, with dogs being number one at 58%, 

and cats close behind at 56%. Pets have always been a part 

of my life, whether cats, fish, or hamsters. For much of my 

childhood, we had a ferocious chihuahua named Tinker, who 

was known to not let people in the door until we gave our 

okay. We did not need a large German shepherd for 

protection in the Weitzel household! 

Folks at Zion, Philipsburg (where I also serve) will know that 

our family adopted a rescue dog in March 2020, just before 

the pandemic started. Trinity folks will likely not have heard 

me mention Sadie, the rescue dog. Sadie came to us from a 

kill shelter in Texas. I found her on a pet rescue site on 

Facebook. The post stated that she was camera shy and did 

not like her picture taken; she looked sad and forlorn. I 

showed her picture to my husband and said, "Look at this 

poor dog. Will anyone want her?" He replied that we should 

put in an application, so I did, and low and behold, we 

received an email stating that we had been chosen to come 

and meet her. When we met her, you could hardly tell she 

was a dog. She had to be coaxed in the door as she was 

afraid of the floor, door, and the busyness around her. She 

tried to curl herself up in a ball, like she was trying to 

disappear. The only thing that she was not afraid of was 

people and cats. I figured that was at least a good sign that 

she had not been abused and that she would get along with 

our senior cat, Rainbow. 

We took her home, and for the first week, she rarely moved 

from the carpet in our entryway, only going outside for a 

bathroom break. And even that was difficult because she did 

not like the snow… she was a Texas dog after all! It was like 

she did not know how to be a dog; she did not know how to 

play, knew no commands, and did not bark. More than once, 

I wondered if Sadie would ever come around. None of us 

wanted to give up on her, but it was hard to see a dog with 

such little zest for life.  

I began researching how to connect 

with dogs who suffered from 

anxiety and spent much time just 

sitting beside her bed, petting her, 

and talking to her. We went out for 

walks (when it wasn't too cold) and 

gave her lots of treats to build 

trust. With much patience and love, 

she began to come out of her shell; 

she grew in confidence and began 

to trust us. During the pandemic, we spent much time 

together, and she has now blossomed into a loving member 

of our family (although some days she is still afraid of the 

floor!). She still loves people and treats; she greets visitors 

with a wagging tail and loves to sit on the couch with us each 

evening.  

Pets are faithful companions who are loyal and loving; they 

provide protection, and they motivate us to go outside for 

exercise and playtime. They can often sense when we are 

upset and try to comfort us; they are someone to talk to 

when we are lonely. Our pets are part of our families and are 

God's beloved creatures. We read of the creation of God's 

beloved creatures in Genesis 1:24-25,  

And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures 

according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that 

move along the ground, and the wild animals, each 

according to its kind." And it was so. God made the wild 

animals according to their kinds, the livestock according 

to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the 

ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it 

was good. 

We may teach our dogs many things throughout their lives, 

but I believe that pets teach us even more. Here is a list that I 

What Our Pets Teach Us 

The Rev. Leanne Darlington, Visitation Pastor 

continued on page 3... 
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Church Council News 

Pat Schmetzer, Council Secretary 

Trinity’s Church Council met via Zoom on Wednesday, June 

15th. 

We are working to create a Property Committee with folks 

who could help tackle some of the smaller maintenance 

projects around the church and property. If you are 

interested, please talk to Pastor Tanya or Mike Gascon. 

After much discussion and consideration, council has decided 

to suspend our mandatory mask policy for July and August 

and return to full masking in the fall when other 

programming such as adult learning returns. Look for more 

details in this issue of the Dove. As always, council will 

review and revise our policies monthly, as conditions require. 

Our Return to Trinity Task Team has worked very hard over 

the past two years to review all the COVID-19 mandates and 

recommendations from federal, provincial, local, and church 

sources. They have provided information and suggestions to 

council each month to help us consider different 

perspectives and to make decisions that will try to keep 

everyone safe. Who could have imagined at the outset what 

a monumental task this would be? At this stage of the 

pandemic, Council has decided to conclude the work of the 

Return to Trinity Task Team. A big thank you to Stephanie 

Brubacher, Laurie Clarke, Jamie Courtney, Carol Merner, and 

Pastor Tanya for their wonderful care and guidance. 

Council will now take a break for the month of July and 

return to meet on August 17th. We wish everyone a 

wonderful and safe summer. 

Pets… continued... 

have compiled after watching Sadie these past two years: 

1. Always start your day with a good and slow stretch of 

your muscles. 

2. Enjoy a treat or two a day and a nap… remember, life is 

short! 

3. Greet those around you with wonder, acceptance, and 

unconditional love. 

4. Always take the opportunity to go for a car ride when 

you get the chance; it is good to see some different 

scenery and enjoy and get some fresh air. You may not 

want to roll the window down and stick your head out, 

though! 

5. Be patient with one another, for you never know what 

kind of battle one is facing. 

Our pets teach us patience and kindness in caring for one 

another; they depend on us and give us their unconditional 

love. They do not care what we look like, how much money 

we make, or care about the job we have. They love us for 

who we are. Does that remind you of anyone else? The love 

our pets give us is much like the love of God. God loves us 

unconditionally, no matter our gender, sexual orientation, 

race, status, or culture. We are perfect in our pets' and God's 

eyes.  

May our pets continue to remind us of the unconditional 

love given to us, and may we continue to enjoy their 

company and love. Have a safe and happy summer! 

Christmas Float 

Do you love Christmas? Do you love bringing Christmas cheer 

to your neighbour?  

This Christmas, Trinity hopes to put a float in the New 

Hamburg Santa Claus Parade. We are looking for a few 

people who can create a vision for the float and generate 

some congregational excitement to join in the fun.  

We have an offer from a parishioner for the use of a vehicle 

and trailer, and a budget is available from the Endowment 

Fund, as approved at the Annual Meeting. 

If you are interested in being a part of this task team, please 

speak with Pastor Tanya. 

We held two services of affirmation of baptism 

(confirmation) in May and June. Congrats to our young folks: 

Isaac Brubacher, William Ramer, Joey Durrer, Karley 

MacDonald, Tori Burchatzki, Lily Courtney, Olivia Faulhafer, 

Merena MacDonald, and Lauren Margetts.  

We offer our congratulations to folks celebrating milestone 

birthdays in July and August: Janet Janzen (80), and Edna 

Buehlow (80). We also offer our congratulations to Larry and 

Debbie Gravill celebrating their 50th anniversary in August. 

Sacraments and Seasons 
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Major Capital Expenditures Update 

A roof is a roof is a roof… except when it’s not!  A roof is not 

normally thought of as an exciting outreach opportunity but 

that’s really what it is if you stop to think about it.  Without a 

secure roof, very few of the programs operating out of, and 

because of, Trinity would actually be able to function. 

The church offices, 

choirs and bell ringers, 

Community Care 

Concepts, Interfaith 

Counselling Centre, 

Music Together, AA, 

Schweitzer Martial Arts,  

Gentle Readers, 

T.O.P.S., Adult Learning, 

and Faith Adventures 

could not provide their 

services and ministries if 

they didn’t have a roof 

over their heads. 

You’ve heard us starting 

to refer to many of 

these groups as 

“stakeholders”, as opposed to tenants and user groups.  

Through our recent Visioning Process, we’ve come to realize 

the important role they play in our vision for the future, 

especially as it relates to our property and facilities. 

The importance of the building goes beyond our 

congregation members. This has been demonstrated in a 

very tangible way in the past few weeks. Following a recent 

Facebook post about our matching donation program for 

June, we saw a few online donations from folks who wanted 

to contribute to our Major Capital Expenditures. These 

people fit the definition of a stakeholder perfectly. Although 

not members of our congregation, they have a stake in what 

happens in our facility and expressed their generosity with a 

gift of money to our critical building repairs.  

The replacement of all flat roof portions of our building has 

been a large investment. We expect the total cost to be 

around $190,000. So far, we’ve paid $175,000 and expect 

the final invoice to arrive very soon. The majority of the work 

Rick Ritz, Church Council 

has been done; only the metal work (flashing and 

downspouts) is currently being completed. 

We’d like to thank everybody who has already made a 

donation toward our Major Capital Expenditures appeal.   

June is an extra special month because a generous donor has 

agreed to match all 

donations up to 

$25,000 for the 

month of June. That 

could mean $50,000 

toward our goal. 

At the time this issue 

of the Dove was 

printed, , donations 

totaling $12,156 have 

been received. The 

matching program 

means we are up to 

$24,312 for the June!  

Total year-to-date 

donations are 

$46,697 and we have 

pledges for another $23,000 to come.     

Phase 2 of the Major Capital Expenditures includes 

replacement of the heating/air conditioning units over the 

Martin Luther Room and replacement of boiler units in the 

church proper.  We have been advised 

that these are all past their normal life 

expectancy and repair parts are 

becoming difficult to obtain.   We plan 

to replace these as required over the 

next year or two. 

In July, we are planning a quilt raffle as 

a fundraiser for our Major Capital 

Expenditures appeal.  The quilt was 

donated by Marilyn Hoffman.  Marilyn and Melissa Racho 

worked on the quilt and we thank both of them for their 

efforts and generosity in donating it for this fundraising 

effort. The quilt measures 65” by 50”. 

Recently completed new flat roof on Buehlow Hall (1), Martin Luther Room 
and church offices (2), Katie Luther Room and main stairwell (3). 

1 

2 

3 

continued on page 5... 
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Youth News 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Painting Doors! 

The youth are working on an exciting new project at Trinity 

and we need your help! To complete our project we are in 

need of latex exterior paint. We do not need large quantities, 

so partial cans would be great! We do need specific colours 

though. We are looking for yellow, dark blue, light blue, pink, 

brown, purple, and green. We are also looking for someone 

able to build a frame and stand for the doors. If you have 

paint to donate, or might be able to build the frame, please 

email Heidi at hvanschaik@rogers.com   

CLAY: Ashes & Embers 

While the in-person CLAY has been moved to 2023 (still in 

Waterloo), online resources will be available for us to use 

this summer. Details will be coming soon and will be shared 

via email. If you are not currently receiving the youth emails, 

please email hvanschaik@rogers.com to be added to the 

email ist. 

Bridges VBS 2022! Caterpillar Clark and the Miracle Chase 

Join us for another online VBS adventure July 11th to 15th! 

We will have daily videos, music, crafts, games and more! 

Clark the caterpillar is looking for the little miracles of 

everyday life. “God performs wonders that cannot be 

fathomed, miracles that cannot be counted.” Job 5:9 

New this year, join us at Martin Luther University College in 

Waterloo for an in-person outdoor opening gathering on 

Sunday, July 10th at 4:00 pm and a closing gathering on 

Friday, July 15th at 7:00 pm, weather permitting. Take home 

activity kits will be available at our opening event to help 

keep you busy all week! Watch for more details at 

bridgesvbs.weebly.com or www.facebook.com/bridgesvbs 

To be added to the email list and to let us know you will be 

attending the in-person gatherings, email 

bridgesvbs@gmail.com 

Gentle Readers  

The Gentle Readers take a break for July and August. The 

book club will meet again starting September 20th. Look for 

the book selection in the September issue of the Dove. 

At the June Council meeting, members discussed the next 

steps of pandemic protocols at Trinity.  

Effective July 1st, and continuing through the summer, Trinity 

will no longer require facemasks to be worn in worship or to 

visit the office; however council strongly recommends the 

continued use of masks for both staff and worshipers to help 

protect each other when we are gathered together. We will 

still plan to physically distance in the pews on Sunday 

mornings. 

Church Council is planning to re-implement a mask 

requirement in the fall following the pattern of increased 

community spread once cooler weather arrives. The planned 

re-implementation of the mask mandate will allow us to 

facilitate fall programming for our most vulnerable 

members. The masking policy will be reviewed again at 

Council’s August meeting.  

Facemask Protocols 

Pastor Tanya Varner 

Monday Morning Meetup 

We will gather on the Peel Street lawn from 10:00 am to 

11:00 am on Mondays for a time of fellowship during the 

summer. Bring your lawn chair — we’d love to see you! 

Major Capital … continued... 

Raffle tickets will be available soon. Please contact the 

church office or any member of Church Council to purchase 

tickets for a chance to win the quilt and support the Major 

Capital Expenditures appeal.  

We are looking at some food-based fundraising activities in 

August and September. More details to follow but it involves 

offering good deals on food products to raise funds in 

support of our Major Capital Expenditures. 

Please consider making a pledge to support this vital work.    

Donations can be made by marking your envelope “Major 

Capital Expenditures”. If you’d like to donate through 

monthly PAR contributions, please contact our Parish 

Administrator to make those arrangements.   



 Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Leanne Darlington, visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 

Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton 
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 
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Financial Update 

Carol Murray, Congregational Council 

Year-to-date figures updated through May 31st, 2022. 
Capital Fund carry-over from 2021, not included above, is $21,504. 

2022 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 110,433 109,043 1,390 

Expenses 126,104 126,905 (-801) 

Total ($15,671) ($17,862) $2,191 

 2022 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 5,980 7,292 -1,312 

Expenses 416 7,292 -6,876 

Total $5,564 $0 $5,564 

I’m pleased to report that Trinity had a very good month of 

May! Our General Fund income for the month of $24,203 

was just about equal to our General Fund expenses for the 

month of $24,428. This is always great news! When you look 

at the year-to-date income numbers, we are actually ahead 

of what we had budgeted, $110,433 compared to the 

budget number of $109,043. Our year-to-date expenses are 

also less than we had budgeted, $126,104 compared to 

$126,905. This leave us with a year-to-date deficit of 

$15,671. As we move forward I hope that we can work 

toward balancing this budget. 

We are now breaking the Capital Fund reporting into two 

categories. We continue to have our usual Capital Fund but 

we’re tracking our Major Capital Expenditures appeal 

separately.  

The year-to-date income for the Capital Fund is $5,980 and 

the year-to-date expenses are $416. This leaves us with a 

surplus of $5,564 in this fund.  When you add the carry 

forward from last year, we have a surplus presently of 

$27,068. 

The year-to-date income for the Major Capital Expenditures 

is $22,385 and the year-to-date expenses are $174,614.  

This leaves us with a deficit of $152,229.  We have just paid 

the second invoice for the roof work.  As you can see, we 

still have lots of work to do in order to cover this large 

deficit. Please consider donating to our Major Capital 

Expenditures fundraising campaign. 

Thanks for your continued support! 

 Major Capital Expenditures 

Total Investment: $272,000 

 Actual YTD 

Receipts 22,385 

Expenses 174,614 

Total ($152,229) 

Receipts and expenses for Major Capital Expenditures through May 31st, 2022. 
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3 
4th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Tanya on vacation July 3 to 9 

4 
10:00 am 
Monday 
Meetup 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

5 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
 

6 
9:00 am 
Karate Day 
Camp 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
7:30 pm 
AA 

10 
5th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
 
 
 

11 
10:00 am 
Monday 
Meetup 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
7:30 pm 
AA 

17 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
1:30 pm  Nithview Worship 
        Long-Term Care 
2:00 pm  Nithview Worship  
        Retirement 
 
 
 

18 
9:00 am 
Karate Day 
Camp 
10:00 am 
Monday 
Meetup 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
3:00 pm 
Wedding of 
Devon Budgell 
& Katie Martin 
7:30 pm 
AA 

24 
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
 
 
 

25 
10:00 am 
Monday 
Meetup 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Tanya 
on vacation 
July 26 to  
August 4 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
7:30 pm 
AA 

31 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
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1 
10:00 am 
Monday 
Meetup 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 

2 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
 

3 
 

4 
9:00 am 
Karate Day 
Camp 
 
 

5 
 

6 
7:30 pm 
AA 

7 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
 
 
 

8 
10:00 am 
Monday 
Meetup 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
7:30 pm 
AA 

14 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
 
 
 

15 
10:00 am 
Monday 
Meetup 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

16 
 

17 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
 
Dove Deadline 
(Sept. Issue) 

18 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
7:30 pm 
AA 

21 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
1:30 pm  Nithview Worship 
        Long-Term Care 
2:00 pm  Nithview Worship  
        Retirement 
 

22 
10:00 am 
Monday 
Meetup 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
7:30 pm 
AA 

28 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
 
 
 

29 
10:00 am 
Monday 
Meetup 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
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