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Is God a Noun or a Verb?
The Rev. Tanya Varner, Pastor
Let me start by saying this will not be an English tutorial.
After all my degree is in theology, not English. However, I
want to start by giving definitions for both a noun and a
verb. The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines a noun as a
word that refers to a thing (book), a person (Betty
Crocker), an animal (cat), a place (Omaha), a quality
(softness), an idea (justice), or an action (yodeling). That
same dictionary defines a verb as words that show an
action (sing), occurrence (develop), or state of being
(exist).

More recently, in April 2015, American Bishop John Shelby
Spong tweeted that, “God is not a noun that demands to
be defined, God is a verb that invites us to live, to love,
and to be.” Author Phyllis Tickle wrote in her book,
Emergence Christianity: “God is, again for lack of a better
term – a verb, an event.”
We have come to treat God as a passive player in the sky,
creation once and done, played out by the active players of
that time. However, this doesn’t seem like the God we
read and hear about in our sacred scriptures. We have
come to know God by God’s actions – continuing, evolving
actions.

So, what then is God? Well, one might argue that for
many generations we have referred to God, or treated
God, as though God is a noun – a person or deity. God has
In Exodus 3:14, we see one of the first encounters of God
qualities: creator, sustainer, redeemer. God is an idea –
as a verb, “I AM.” This is the present tense of a verb. God
justice, peace, love, wholeness. We have also tried to
doesn’t say “I was”, but rather reminds Moses that God is,
describe or define God through metaphor, a figure of
now and present in the active blaze of the burning bush.
speech
in
which
a
word
or
God is an active verb throughout the Hebrew
phrase denoting one kind of object or action
God has a way of Scriptures.
is used in place of another to suggest a
reaching out to us It was the text from the Gospel of Luke,
likeness or analogy between them. God is
like an old man with a white beard; God is when we are bound chapter 13, that got me thinking. In this story,
like a mother hen who protects her brood of
up and in need of we hear of Jesus healing the woman who was
bent over for 18 years. What caught my
chicks; God is like a burning bush. These are
release.
attention in the reading was that the woman
just some of the words and phrases we
did not come to Jesus and ask for healing. And
might use to try and define God, or try and define our
no one else came to him on her behalf to ask for healing.
relationship to God. I have been known to speak of God as
Jesus actively sought her out, calls to her,and heals her.
a noun in my sermons and my newsletter articles.
She is required to do nothing, except receive the healing
Recently, while preparing a sermon, my eyes were opened
freely offered.
more fully that God is a noun, yes, but God is more that
just a noun. God is a verb as well!
This is not a new teaching, but it is one that is worth some
consideration. In the 13th century, mystics and theologians
had offered this same idea. Thomas Aquinas said that God is
“pure act.” St. Bonaventure said that God is “self-diffusive
love” which a contemporary theologian paraphrased saying
God is “love hitting the cosmic fan.” The mystic Mechtild of
Magdeburg described God as “an overflow which never
stands still and always flows effortlessly and without
ceasing.”

God has this way of reaching out to us when we are bound
up and in need of release. God lifts up the oppressed and
satisfies the needs of the afflicted. God restores, rebuilds,
and reconciles relationships. God always and continually
speaks a better word than we have ever heard. Much of
what we read in scripture are texts that focus on God as a
verb – the actions of God. And when we begin to read and
hear these texts as actions and active encounters with
God, they serve as reminders that our own relationship
with God is an ongoing one. It doesn’t matter how young
continued on page 3...

September 2022 | page 2

Noun or Verb, continued...

Church Council News

or old we are, where we live, our social or financial
standing in society, God is always doing a new thing in us.
God is always reaching out to us before we have an
awareness to reach out to God.
So, while we may ponder and study God all that we want, let
us not just make God an idea, a statue, or a noun. May we let
God be all that God is – including God being a verb.
May we be active witnesses to God’s work, watchful for the
verbs all around us.

Book Review
Lynn Thompson, TRC Task Team
Trinity Library has been blessed with an extensive library of
Sister Anne’s books around the topic of Indigenous culture.
Over the next months, outlines of these books will appear in
the Dove. You are encouraged to take home a book of
interest, enjoy it and then replace it so others too will be
able to read it. We’d love to hear your comments on any you
read, but this is not a requirement! Comments can be placed
in the TRC Task Team mail slot in the Martin Luther Room.
Indian Horse by Richard Wagamese
Saul Indian Horse is in trouble, and
there seems to be only one way out.
As he journeys back through his life as
a northern Ojibway, from the horrors
of residential school to his triumphs
on the hockey rink, he must question
everything he knows. In Indian Horse,
Wagamese crafted a wise and magical
novel about love, family and the power of spirit. This novel is
very readable, and has been made into a movie as well.

Pat Schmetzer, Council Secretary
Trinity’s Church Council met via Zoom on Wednesday,
August 17th.
Eavestroughs and downspouts for the main church roof will
be replaced in late August or early September.
Sometime this summer the fridge in our kitchen quit
working. It cannot be repaired and a new one will be
purchased soon.
Backpacks are currently being collected for oneROOF. Please
consider donating one or two.
Earlier this season, 44 grocery gift cards of $25 were given
out to the guest workers in our community. These cards
demonstrate that we see these people working and we
welcome them and appreciate their efforts.
On September 11th, we will return to offering wine in
individual cups at communion. (For now, the common cup
for sipping will not be offered.) Altar guild volunteers will
receive a refresher on the set up for communion and the
cleaning procedure for the small cups.
Council has decided to continue to strongly recommend that
masks be worn in our church. We recognize that the summer
heat can make this difficult and people are adapting
according to their individual needs. When in-person
education programming starts up again this fall, masking will
be required in smaller spaces where a number of people will
be gathered, such as the Martin Luther Room for adult
learning. COVID precautions are reviewed at every council
meeting.

Blessing of the Backpacks
On Sunday, September 11th in worship, we will bless the
backpacks of children and the young-at-heart who are
heading back to school this fall! Bring your backpacks to inperson worship or tune in to online worship at 9:30 am.

Quilt Raffle Winner
Congratulations to Wendy Webb of Woodstock who won the
quilt raffle in support of our Major Capital Expenditures. The
quilt was crafted by Marilyn Hoffman and Melissa Racho
(pictured on the cover of this issue of the Dove).

We’ll also bless the backpacks we’ve been collecting for our
friends at oneROOF. September 11th is the deadline to get
those to Trinity. We’ll be delivering to oneROOF following
worship.
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Youth News

Helpers Needed

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker
Attention Grade 5-12 Youth! Join the Youth Email List!
Throughout the pandemic, Trinity has been hosting a
monthly online games/social night for youth in grades 5 to
12. We have had a lot of fun gathering on Zoom, seeing each
other, hanging out and playing some games. In addition to
our monthly gatherings, educational/reflective emails,
learning opportunities, or ways to get involved in our
community are also sent via email, along with things that are
just for fun. If you are currently in grades 5 to 12 and are not
receiving our Youth emails, please email Heidi at
hvanschaik@rogers.com to get added to the email list. Feel
free to send your ideas of activities you would like to do this
school year!
Exciting News! A Fall In-Person Gathering!
This fall, we are planning to get together IN-PERSON! Details
will follow, but we will be getting together for some outdoor
fun at a corn maze/pumpkin patch. Grades 5 and up are
invited and we are really looking forward to seeing you (not
through a screen). We are hoping to continue to gather
monthly, outdoors, for as long as the weather allows, and
will be re-evaluating as we go. We hope you are as excited as
we are and would love to hear your thoughts on other
outdoor things we could be doing. Watch your email for
more details and if you aren’t receiving the youth emails,
make sure you email Heidi to get on the email list!

Eternity for Today

Sacraments and Seasons
We offer our congratulations to Edna Stroh
celebrating her 95th birthday in September.
We also offer our congratulations to folks
celebrating milestone anniversaries in
September: Bill and Kathryn Ritz (50); Marcus
and Edna Buehlow (60); Neil and Reta Klaassen (60).

Eternity for Today is the daily devotional featuring lay and
clergy writers from across Canada. The next issue is now
available for pickup at Trinity in the narthex. Pick up an
October-November-December issue for you or a friend.

In July, we hosted the wedding of Katie Martin and Devon
Budgell. We wish them all the best as they begin their
marriage.
A final congrats to Pastor Ron Leonard who recently
celebrated his 50th anniversary of ordination!
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Trinity Choir and Handbells

Fill-Your-Freezer Fundraiser

Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music
With the endorsement of church council,
we are pleased to announce that we’re
finally planning to welcome folks back for
choir practice! After a lengthy COVID
pause, Trinity choir will resume
rehearsals on Thursday, October 20th. (Prior to the pandemic,
we’d discussed moving the date for fall choir start-up to after
Thanksgiving to coincide with members’ availability.)
Trinity Choir has been an important part of our shared
worship life, and it is heartening to be able to make plans for
its return. We’ll resume our custom of practicing Thursdays
at 7:00 pm, and rehearse from October through late May.
We sing most Sundays, meeting at 9:00 am for a short warmup before the 9:30 service.
As outlined in the Council Notes in this issue of the Dove,
masking is required for groups meeting together in the
Martin Luther Room, a small space. Presently, if we were to
meet in the worship space for Thursday rehearsals instead,
we could go mask-optional. This may or may not be the case
come October, and we’ll follow any rules in place from
Church Council at that time.
New and returning members are welcome for choir! Please
do touch base with Jamie Courtney, Minister of Music, to
indicate your intention to join us for choir: courtney@telc.ca.
If you were a regular choir member pre-pandemic and you
plan to not return to choir, please still reach out to Jamie to
let him know.
After a short spring session for handbells, we are pleased to
resume fall rehearsals again on Monday, September 19th at
6:30 pm. The handbell ensemble is a “closed group” with
membership numbers restricted by the number of bells. At
this stage we’re looking for 1 or 2 members for this fall —
please contact Jamie Courtney if you're interested in ringing!
While we rehearse weekly from September through May, we
only ring in worship once every 4 to 6 weeks. We’ve had
ringers from age 10 through mid-80s. Past experience
reading music isn’t required, though it’s helpful. We even
have some provisional plans in place for a joint handbell
concert with other area Lutheran church groups later this
year during the season of Advent.

There’s not much time left
in Trinity’s Fill-Your-Freezer
fundraiser. Please spread
the word to family and
friends who might benefit
from case lots of restaurant
-quality food at reasonable
prices. Orders can be placed
up to 1 pm on Monday, August 29th for pick up in the church
parking lot on Wednesday, August 31st from 4:00 to 6:00 pm.
To see the whole selection of products, visit
telc.fundhero.ca.
It’s truly a win/win situation! You get great food while
supporting our Major Capital Expenditures appeal. These
expenditures ensure that our building and facilities continue
to serve the community as a place of worship, and a home
for valuable organizations such as Interfaith Counselling
Centre, Community Care Concepts, Alcoholics Anonymous,
and so much more.
If you would like to order food but online ordering is not
possible for you, please contact the church office for
assistance. Due to the online nature of this fundraising
campaign, only credit cards are possible for payment.
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Fall Education Programming

Thank You, Guest Workers!

Beginning this fall, Trinity will be return to in-person
education programming.

Dee Radke

Faith Adventures will begin on October 2nd. If you have a
child aged 4 to 11, please reach out to Pastor Tanya by
September 18th to register your child. Kids can always join
Faith Adventures throughout the year, but we need some
time to make sure we have teachers in place.
Confirmation classes will begin on September 25th and will
meet twice a month throughout the fall. If you did not
receive a welcome letter for confirmation, please reach out
to Pastor Tanya for a teaching schedule.
Sunday morning Adult Learning will return on October 16th
and happen once a month for the fall. We will be using the
newly revised book Praying the Catechism from Bp. Susan
Johnson and Rev. Donald Johnson.
Tuesday morning Bible Study returns October 4th at 10:00
am in the Martin Luther Room at Trinity.

Faith Adventures Teachers

On the afternoon of Sunday, July 31st, Carol Merner, and
Kitch and Dee Radke delivered 44 $25 grocery gift cards to
the Jamaican guest workers at Pfenning's organic vegetable
farm. This outreach is generously funded by proceeds from
the Trinity Endowment Fund.

As we return to in-person Faith Adventures, we are looking
for people who might be interested in taking a turn on the
teaching rotation. If you are interested in helping with this
important ministry, please speak to Pastor Tanya.

We told the 11 ladies and 33 gentlemen that they are
welcome in our community, that we appreciate the
important work that they do and recognize the sacrifices
they and their families make.

Gentle Readers

The workers really appreciated Trinity's gift. We are planning
another Thanksgiving dinner delivery to these workers in
October. Please contact Dee if you are interested in
providing food. Thank you, Trinity!

The September selection for the Gentle
Readers book club is No Great Mischief
by Alistair MacLeod.
The group meets next on September
20th at 7:00 pm. Simply come to the
meeting having read the book in
advance.
If you are interested in attending Gentle Readers and have
never done so, the coordinator, Donna Rich-Bradie, invites
you to give her a call if you have questions or would like
more information: 519-390-6636.

Monday Morning Meetup
We continue Monday gatherings on the Peel Street lawn
from 10:00 am to 11:00 am for a time of fellowship during
the summer. Bring your lawn chair and your morning coffee
for this social visit.
We continue to meet until the end of September, though
there will not be a meetup on Labour Day.
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Financial Update
Carol Murray, Congregational Council

2022 General Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

165,034

150,660

14,374

Expenses

175,210

175,314

(104)

($10,176)

($24,654)

$14,478

Total

2022 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

8,686

10,208

(1,522)

Expenses

416

10,208

(9,792)

8,270

0

8,270

Total

Year-to-date figures updated through July 31st, 2022.
Capital Fund carry-over from 2021, not included above, is $21,504.

Major Capital Expenditures
Total Investment: $272,000
Actual YTD
Receipts

86,686

Expenses

174,564

Total

($87,878)

Receipts and expenses for Major Capital Expenditures through May 31st, 2022.
Receipts include $23,000 from Endowment Fund as approved at Annual Meeting.

It is hard to believe that summer is coming to an end. I hope
everyone has enjoyed a break from their usual routine and
recharged themselves for the fall. On the financial side,
Trinity has had a great summer. Thank you all for being so
generous!
General Fund: Our income for the month of June was
$30,370 and our expenses were $25,652. This left us with a
surplus of $4,718 for the month. For the month of July, our
income was $24,232 and our expenses were $22,946,
resulting in a surplus of $1,286. When you look at the year
to date, as of the end of July we are sitting with a deficit of
$10,176. Even though we are still sitting with a deficit, we
had budgeted a much higher deficit typical for this time of
the year at $24,654.
Capital Fund: Over the months of June and July we had a
total income of $2,706 in the Capital Fund. There were no
expenses. When you include the carry forward from last
year, we have $29,774 in this fund.
Major Capital Expenditures Fund: For the Major Capital
Expenditures Fund, we had a great June. As you will
remember, it was a matching month. A generous benefactor
donated up to $20,000, if the congregation could match it.
We did it! We had an income of $40,456! For the month of
July, we had an income of $895. Year to date, we had an
income of $86,686 ($63,686 donations + $23,000 from the
Endowment fund) and expenses of $174,564. This leaves us
with a deficit of $87,878. Don’t forget about the Fill-YourFreezer fundraising campaign on through August 29th.
Thanks again for your generosity!

Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor
Leanne Darlington, visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music ▪ Brian Racho, sexton
Ron Leonard, honourary assistant pastor ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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September 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg
Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

2

Saturday

3
7:30 pm
AA

4

5

6

13th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship

LABOUR DAY
Church Office
Closed

9:30 am
Prayer Circle
5:00 pm
Karate

11

12

13

14th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship

10:00 am
Monday
Meetup
6:00 pm
TOPS

5:00 pm
Karate

18

19

20

21

15th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
1:30 pm Nithview Worship
Long-Term Care
2:00 pm Nithview Worship
Retirement

10:00 am
Monday
Meetup
6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbells

5:00 pm
Karate
7:00 pm
Gentle Readers

5:45 pm
9:30 am
Music Together Music Together
7:00 pm
Church Council
Meeting

25

26

27

28

16th Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship

10:00 am
Monday
Meetup
6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbells

5:00 pm
Karate

5:45 pm
9:30 am
ORANGE SHIRT
Music Together Music Together DAY

BLESSING OF
THE BACKPACKS

You’re invited to wear orange to
worship today.

7

8

9

10
7:30 pm
AA

14

15

16

17
9:30 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

22

23

9:30 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

Dove Deadline
(October Issue)

29

24

30

