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Fall is my favourite time of year! I love the smell of corn 

drying (I grew up near a feed mill), the sound of walking 

through piles of fallen leaves, and the taste and crunch of a 

ripe honey crisp apple picked fresh from the tree. As a 

gardener, I enjoy cleaning up my garden and flower beds, 

preparing them for a winter of rest and rejuvenation. And 

there is nothing more wonderful than preparing (and eating) 

a Thanksgiving meal with turkey or ham, mashed potatoes, 

squash, brussels sprouts, and pumpkin pie made with 

produce purchased from local markets. Fall is truly a season 

of bounty and gratitude. But while I am thankful for all that 

we are given by the land and nature, I am also reminded that 

we sometimes take this bounty and gratitude for granted.  

Over the summer, I read the book Braiding Sweetgrass 

(Milkweed Editions, 2013) by Robin Wall Kimmerer. 

Kimmerer is an Indigenous botanist, scientist, 

writer, professor and mother who shares her deep love of 

nature and science through the lens of her Indigenous 

culture and teachings. She is the Distinguished Teaching 

Professor of Environmental Biology at the State University of 

New York. She often takes her students on field trips where 

they can learn more about nature's beauty than in the 

confines of any classroom.   

Throughout her book, she shares essays and personal 

experiences of how nature offers humanity gifts and lessons 

from the smallest of seeds to strawberries, wild leeks, 

abundant pond scum, and sweet grass. She speaks of taking 

only what we need and leaving enough to replenish what has 

been taken. I especially enjoyed the chapter on "Umbilicaria: 

The Belly Button of the World." In this chapter, she speaks of 

lichen, that small plant that attaches itself to rocks (there 

was lots of it in Yellowknife when I visited this past summer). 

It grows without soil and has no roots, leaves, or flowers; it is 

an ancient plant that continues to survive, making use of 

water and food when they are available but going without 

when resources are not available. In the summer, when 

droughts often hit, the lichen will dry up and become crisp, 

but as soon as rain falls, the lichen returns to life. This is the 

beauty and joy of nature; this is the beauty and joy of God's 

creation. 

Kimmerer speaks of our 

reliance and relationship with 

nature through the eyes of 

the smallest plants like lichen 

and algae. She states, "When 

times are easy, and there's 

plenty to go around, 

individual species can go it 

alone. But when conditions 

are harsh, and life is tenuous, 

it takes a team sworn to 

reciprocity to keep life going 

forward. In a world of 

scarcity, interconnection and mutual aid become critical for 

survival."  As people of faith, we are called through our 

baptisms to care for and love one another, to look out for 

one another when times are hard, and to share our bounty 

with those around us. 

In these times of climate change, weather concerns and 

political division, Braiding Sweetgrass is a timely reminder of 

our need to take care of our earth, to find balance with and 

enjoy the bounty of nature without overusing this bounty so 

that there is enough to replenish mother earth. Kimmerer's 

hope in writing this book was to begin the heal the growing 

rift between humankind and nature. I believe this book is a 

great place to start. Look for it at your local library, 

bookstore, or online! 

Wishing you a blessed Thanksgiving season! 

Enjoying and Respecting the Bounty of Nature 

The Rev. Leanne Darlington, Visitation Pastor 

Philipsburg Bazaar 

Our friends at Zion Lutheran Church, Philipsburg, have their 

annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, November 5th from 

10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Look for a raffle table, plus a plant, 

book, and bake sale. 
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Church Council News 

Pat Schmetzer, Council Secretary 

Trinity’s Church Council met via Zoom on Wednesday, 

September 21st. 

The Fill-Your-Freezer fundraiser was quite successful.  Close 

to $500 was raised for our Major Capital Expenditures 

projects. And, we’ll be launching another “Matching Month” 

in October—check out the article on page 5. 

Tuesday morning Bible Study will begin again on October 4th 

Care to join?  It will be held in person in the Martin Luther 

Room from 10:30 to 11:30 am and masking will be required. 

Good News! You may remember from our June report that 

council was exploring options for replacing two smoke 

detectors near the peak of the ceiling in the sanctuary. An 

engineering firm recently performed a site survey and 

reviewed the Ontario Building code and Ontario Fire Code.  

They have concluded that smoke detectors are not required 

in church sanctuary areas and have recommended that the 

smoke detectors in our sanctuary be removed. 

Members of the congregation have completed quite a 

number of odd jobs that were on our property jobs list for 

the summer and fall. A big thank you to all those who have 

helped get these jobs completed. There are still a few jobs 

outstanding if you are able to help — see the weekly emailer 

for the list. 

Council members are getting comments about how good our 

property is looking! A special thanks to Judy Hahn-Yutzi for 

doing such a fine job on our flower beds this summer. 

All Saints Sunday 

On All Saints Sunday, we remember those Trinity folks who 

have died over the last year. This year, on November 6th, we 

will light a candle to remember: Fred Buehlow, Bernice 

Stemmler, Arlene Kropf, Floyd Behnke, Bill Weichel, Peggy 

Faulhafer, Maggie Siegel, Margot Popp, Ken Pauli, and Howie 

Meeker. 

The ELCIC’s awarding winning 

magazine, Canada Lutheran, is 

available via subscription 

through the Trinity office. By 

grouping our orders together, 

we qualify for bulk rates. 

 

If you are interested in 

receiving Canada Lutheran in 

2023, 10 issues in total, please 

contact Jamie in the church office. Final pricing for 2023 will 

be available soon, and it’s usually in the $20 to $25 range. If 

you currently subscribe, Jamie will in touch with you once 

new rates are available. 

Canada Lutheran 

Interfaith Counselling Centre 
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Youth News 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Save the Date! A Fall In-Person Event! 

We are getting together in-person on Saturday, October 22nd! 

Exact details will follow, but we will be getting together for 

some outdoor fun at a corn maze/pumpkin patch. Youth in 

grades 5 and up are invited and we are really looking forward 

to seeing you (not through a screen). We are hoping to 

continue to gather monthly, outdoors, for as long as the 

weather allows, and will be re-evaluating as we go. We hope 

you are as excited as we are and would love to hear your 

thoughts on other outdoor things we could be doing. Watch 

your email for more details. If you aren’t receiving the Youth 

emails, make sure you email Heidi to get on the email list. 

CLAY Gathering 

CLAY 2023 is coming to Waterloo! All those currently in 

grades 8 and up are invited to attend Ashes & Embers, the 

national youth gathering, August 10th to 13th at Wilfrid 

Laurier University . Trinity will be sending a group and we 

would love for it to be a big group! Details are still limited 

and will be shared as we receive them. If you are not 

currently receiving the youth emails, please email Heidi at 

hvanschaik@rogers.com. Feel free to reach out if you have 

any questions regarding CLAY! 

Why I Still Wear a Mask 

Pastor Tanya Varner 

There has been a lot of talk in the media lately stating that 

the Covid-19 pandemic is over. We have heard U.S. President 

Biden say that the pandemic is over south of the border, 

which many have cheered about, however I can't help but 

think it's just a political tool for an upcoming midterm 

election. The World Health Organization has also said that 

the pandemic is nearing an ending, but not over yet. And 

then I read current statistics in the Region of Waterloo which 

tell us that we've surpassed the Covid death numbers of 

2021 already and we still have 3 months left to go in 2022. 

That's why I still wear a mask.  

Church Council decided at their recent council meeting to 

maintain the current protocols of strongly encouraging folks 

to wear masks for worship, and that for our learning 

opportunities that will begin in October, masks will be 

required in small spaces where physical distancing cannot be 

maintained. They continue to review, reassess, and often 

struggle with these difficult but important decisions to keep 

our community, and those who are vulnerable, safe. That’s 

why I still wear a mask. 

When I wear a mask, it isn’t just so that I don't get Covid, but 

it's so that, should I have Covid and be asymptomatic, I don't 

pass it on to any of you in the congregation. None of us like 

masks! We are tired of them and see much of the world and 

our communities no longer wearing them because the belief 

is Covid is over, but it is not! And I understand that no one 

thought we'd be still wearing masks after 3 years. But masks 

can help to decrease the number of exposures within the 

congregation and the community, and so I still wear one. 

Now, you may be saying to yourself, ‘but pastor you have 

your mask off for much of the Sunday morning service’. I 

think it's important to know that although I take my mask off 

for parts of worship, it's not because I think the pandemic is 

nearing an end, but because the  heat in the worship space 

in the summer and early fall can cause other medical issues 

of concern (fainting and heat exhaustion in particular). But as 

the weather gets cooler in the space I will return to wearing 

a mask as much as possible, again so that on I don't 

unknowingly infect anyone in the congregation. 

While we are seeing fewer places encouraging masks and 

fewer people wearing masks it is my hope that throughout 

the fall and winter season here at Trinity, that we will 

maintain the strong encouragement for wearing masks, not 

only to try and curb the rates of Covid-19 but to also keep 

the rates for flu and cold down throughout the season. I also 

encourage folks to get up to date on the Covid-19 

vaccinations and consider getting a flu shot as well this year. I 

wear a mask so that I can continue to visit our members who 

are living in long-term care facilities, retirement homes, and 

hospitals, as it helps our families be able to visit when I take 

precautions to decrease the spread of viruses. In caring for 

one another, we are sharing the love of God with each other, 

and this will be our small part in the community to keep the 

vulnerable and each other healthy this fall.  
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Gentle Readers  

The October selection for the Gentle 

Readers book club is Becoming by 

Michelle Obama.  

The group meets next on October 

18th at 7:00 pm. Simply come to the 

meeting having read the book in 

advance. 

If you are interested in attending 

Gentle Readers and have never done 

so, the coordinator, Donna Rich-Bradie, invites you to give 

her a call if you have questions or would like more 

information: 519-390-6636. 

Major Capital Expenditures Update 

We are well on the way to paying off the first phase of our 

Major Capital Expenditures through the extravagant 

generosity of the Trinity Community and its stakeholders.  

The first phase consisted of replacing the flat roof sections 

covering Buehlow Hall, the office area and Martin Luther 

Room, and the Katie Luther Room (fellowship area).    

The second phase includes replacement of our heating/air 

conditioning systems throughout the entire building. The 

current systems are functioning, but are beyond their 

expected life expectancy and are expensive to maintain.  

Equipment of this kind is difficult to source quickly, especially 

due to the current supply chain issues. Therefore, this 

portion of the work will be done proactively over the next 

year or so to avoid an emergency replacement if the units 

were to fail completely.  

In June, we had a generous donor who was willing to match 

donations up to $20,000. People responded to this challenge 

and with the $20,000 gift, we received a total of $40,456 in 

the month! 

In July, donations to the fund totaled $845. 

In August, we experienced more examples of the extravagant 

generosity of the people who support the mission and 

ministry of Trinity. We received a total of $ 20,653 in our 

Major Capital Expenditures fund during August. A gift of 

$19,570 was received from a donor who worked with ELFEC 

to make their donation. We also raised $320 through the 

summer quilt raffle. The “Fill-Your-Freezer” fundraiser ran 

throughout August and generated an additional $488 for our 

Major Capital Expenditures appeal.  

At the time of writing this, the September numbers aren’t 

quite finalized, but in total we have received $107,338 

toward the $174,564 spent on the first phase of the project.   

That’s over 60% which has been raised in about 6 months!   

The balance of $67,226 has been paid from our General 

Reserve Fund to avoid borrowing costs at the bank. We will 

continue to pay this amount back as we receive donations 

directed to the Major Capital Expenditures fund. 

During October, we have another donor who is willing to 

match donations up to $10,000! For every dollar you donate 

Rick Ritz, Vice-President 

in October, the fund will 

receive a matching 

donation to multiply your 

generosity! Please 

consider making a 

donation to Major 

Capital Expenditures 

during October, if you are 

able to do so. 

Trinity’s facilities are so 

much more than a church building.  Maintaining the physical 

building provides a home base for our partner stakeholders 

like Interfaith Counselling, Community Care Concepts, 

Alcoholics Anonymous and the other agencies and groups 

who call 23 Church Street home. You can learn more about 

these groups by watching the videos being introduced in the 

weekly emailer each Friday morning and before online 

worship on Sunday. 

As in-person programs ramp up again following almost 3 

years of pandemic interruption, we see and hear the 

wonderful sounds of more footsteps and voices in the 

building 7 days a week. This is a wonderful reminder of the 

ministry we provide to the wider community by opening our 

facilities to our neighbours. We are well and truly blessed. 



Trinity Library has been blessed with an extensive library of 

Sister Anne’s books around the topic of Indigenous culture. 

Over the next months, outlines of these books will appear in 

the Dove. You are encouraged to take home a book of 

interest, enjoy it and then replace it so others too will be 

able to read it. We’d love to hear your comments on any you 

read, but this is not a requirement! Comments can be placed 

in the TRC Task Team mail slot in the Martin Luther Room.  

Canoe Kids  
Teach Us with Culture and We Can Learn 

This magazine explores Indigenous 

culture through authentic 

Indigenous voices, and is inspiring 

for all ages. Sitting with a grandchild 

is a great way to share the Mi’kmaq 

stories of Nfld found here. Of 

particular interest in this issue 

might be topics including:  

▪ When is a statue not just a statue?- a question being 

addressed throughout Canada now 

▪ The Journey of (Order of Canada recipient) Chief Mi’sel 

Joe-Joe led the charge to establish the Mi’kmaq people 

as Indigenous to Newfoundland, at a time when the 

government maintained that the Mi’kmaq were not 

native to the island and were therefore non-Indigenous. 

The history leading up to his success is clearly outlined, 

along with details of today in the town of Conne River, a 

Mi’kmaq settlement.  

▪ Did the Mi’kmaq Invent Hockey? – a fun, engaging 

argument that might change your opinion of the origins 

of hockey 

▪ A Harvester’s Freezer- several articles address how and 

where our foods are produced, and encourage us to 

think about packaging of foods.  

▪ Wearable Art: The Visuals of a Culture- leads from 

tattoos to an examination of hieroglyphs, the 

disappearance of the Beothuk of  Nfld, and the Mi’kmaq 

stories kept alive through art, clothing, pictographs, etc.  

Lynn Thompson, TRC Task Team We offer our congratulations to Otto 

Berg celebrating his 90th birthday in 

October. We also offer our 

congratulations to Ken and Karen 

Barnes celebrating their 50th wedding 

anniversary in October. 

We offer our condolences to the 

Chiduck and Schnarr families on the death of Judythe 

Schnarr on September 20th. Blessed are they who mourn. 

Sacraments and Seasons 
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Book Review 

Trinity’s Endowment Fund has a long history of supporting 

projects that extend our mission and ministry into the wider 

community. At the annual meeting in February, the 

congregation voted to distribute over $50,000 to 16 different 

projects in 2022.  

As we begin to move towards the end of the year, the 

Endowment Fund Committee is inviting members of the 

congregation to submit potential ideas of projects or causes 

they would like to see supported by proceeds from the 

Endowment Fund. While it is unknown until the end of 

the year how few or how many dollars are available to 

distribute, the Committee will begin assessing potential 

recipients in December. 

Any suggestions should be submitted, in writing, to the 

church office by the end of November.  The Committee then 

prepares a list for the congregation’s consideration at the 

Annual Meeting in the new year. 

Endowment Fund Requests 

In September, wine was re-introduced at Holy Communion 

during worship on Sundays. We are also pleased to welcome 

returning and new Altar Guild members who are assisting 

again with Holy Communion preparation. 

At this time, we will be offering the small glasses for wine. 

We continue our pause on using the common cup for sipping 

wine. 

Holy Communion 



 Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  

Leanne Darlington, visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 
Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 
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Financial Update 

Carol Murray, Congregational Council 

Year-to-date figures updated through August 31st, 2022. 
Capital Fund carry-over from 2021, not included above, is $21,504. 

2022 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 186,257 174,469 11,788 

Expenses 201,643 198,488 3,155 

Total ($15,386) ($24,019) $8,633 

 2022 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 10,004 11,667 (1,663) 

Expenses 4,949 11,667 (6,718) 

Total $5,055 0 $5,055 

Welcome to fall!  There certainly is a nip in the air.  Council 

is quite pleased with where Trinity is sitting financially for 

this time of year. 

General Fund: We had an income of $21,223 for the month 

of August which leaves us with a year-to-date income of 

$186,257. Our expenses for the month were $26,394, 

leaving us with year-to-date expenses of $201,643, leaving 

us with a year-to-date deficit of $15,386. 

We were also very fortunate to have received a special 

donation of almost $9,600. This will be moved to our 

General Reserve Fund at the end of the year. 

Capital Fund: So far this year we have received $10,004 and 

we have had $4,949 in expenses.  With the carry forward 

from last year, we have $26,559 in this fund. 

Major Capital Fund: We had a great month of August!  We 

received a donation through ELFEC of over $19,500, 

envelope donations of $275 and our two fundraisers raised 

$808 (quilt raffle $320 and boxed food $488). This means 

we have raised $107,339 (including the $23,000 from the 

Endowment Fund) so far!  We have $67,225 left to go to 

cover the cost of the new roof. Watch for additional 

fundraisers coming this fall.  

Just a reminder for anyone interested in making a donation 

of securities to the Major Capital Expenditures project, 

ELFEC provides a very tax-advantaged method of making 

such donation. If you want more information, just contact 

Rick Ritz or myself.  

Thank you, all,  for you generosity! 

 Major Capital Expenditures 

Total Investment: $272,000 

 Actual YTD 

Receipts 107,339 

Expenses 174,564 

Total ($67,225) 

Receipts and expenses for Major Capital Expenditures through August 31st, 2022. 
Receipts include $23,000 from Endowment Fund as approved at Annual Meeting. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 
+ Holy Baptism 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
 
 
 

3 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
 
 
 

4 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

5 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 

6 
9:30 pm 
Music Together 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 
_____________ 

8 
7:30 pm 
AA 

9 
Day of Thanksgiving 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
 
 

10 
Thanksgiving 
Church Office 
Closed 
 
 

11 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

12 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 

13 
9:30 pm 
Music Together 

14 
6:00 pm 
Wedding  
Rehearsal 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
1:30 pm 
Ritz/Pentelow 
Wedding 
7:30 pm 
AA 

16 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
10:45 am Adult Learning: Praying the  
       Lord’s Prayer Anew 
1:30 pm  Nithview Worship 
        Long-Term Care 
2:00 pm  Nithview Worship  
        Retirement 

17 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 
 
Pastor Tanya 
Holidays 

18 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 
 
Pastor Tanya 
Holidays 

19 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
Dove Deadline 
(Nov. Issue) 
Pastor Tanya 
Holidays 

20 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Tanya 
Holidays 

21 
6:30 pm 
ICC—A Night of 
Self Care 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Tanya 
Holidays 

22 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 
TIME TBD 
Youth Event 
 
Pastor Tanya 
Holidays 

23 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
10:45 am Confirmation Class 
 
 

24 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 

25 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
5:00 pm 
Karate 

26 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 

27 
9:30 am 
Music Together 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 

30 
Reformation Sunday 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
10:45 am Confirmation Class 
 
 
 

31 
6:00 pm 
TOPS 
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