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The Reign of Christ—is it now? If not, when?
The Rev. Tanya Varner, Pastor
The festival for Reign of Christ is coming up on Sunday,
November 20th. On this last Sunday of the church calendar,
we read in the appointed gospel for the day (Luke 23:33-43)
about Jesus’ crucifixion. The inscription placed over his head,
meant to mock him, reads ‘Jesus, King of the Jews.’ There is a
criminal convicted beside Jesus who asks to be remembered
when Jesus enters God’s kingdom.
What is God’s kingdom? Where is God’s kingdom? Many
preachers will interpret this text as being about how the
kingdom of God is both here and now, and also not quite yet
here and now; God isn’t just a God who is out there
somewhere watching a play unfold, but God became
incarnate, human, and dwelled among us showing us the
tenants of faith, hope, and love. And the kingdom of God is
also not quite here yet, as we often refer to it as a place
where we will spend all of eternity, when we return to the
dust of death and join the great cloud of witnesses in
heaven.
It's a festival day in the church, acknowledging Jesus’ reign
and how that reign is counter to how the world views power.
And it is also a bit sombre, in that we recount the death of
Jesus, a death he freely accepted to show humanity how
deeply God cares for creation; participating in a death that
would defy all deaths and bring a promise of eternal life.
As of late, it’s the ‘reign of God, here and now’ that I struggle
with the most. The weight of the world seems overwhelming
right now. There is war, there is racism, there is catastrophic
climate change displacing people. There is still a looming
pandemic, there are mass shootings closer to home, riots,
deepening distrust of the political establishment, and
aggressive world powers. It seems every time I turn on the
news, I am bombarded with stories of injustice, and my spirit
feels discouraged.
Recently when speaking to a stakeholder in the
congregation, it was said that they believed they would
never see justice for the world in their lifetime, and that I
likely wouldn’t either. What should have been a gut punch,
felt more like relief. Because the statement was so alarming,
I began to consider this time we are living in, and recall that

there have been other times throughout history when things
likely felt just as broken, wounded, and divided.
Were things any different when the Western Roman Empire
fell? What about during WWI or WWII, or any wars that
changed the world order? Major events in history must have
brought anxiety, uncertainty, and a feeling of what is just
and unjust.
Did I find hope in thinking about the events of history? Hope
maybe isn’t the right word. I certainly found reassurance. We
aren’t the first generation that questioned God and God’s
reign on earth. The psalmists and the prophets often
questioned God about nations that were a mess or
experiencing upheaval.
In turning to the scriptures, I am reminded to put my hope in
God. From 2 Timothy 4:1-5:
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is
to judge the living and the dead, and in view of his
appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you:
proclaim the message; be persistent whether the
time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke,
and encourage, with the utmost patience in
teaching. For the time is coming when people will
not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching
ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers
to suit their own desires and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander away to myths.
As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do
the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry
fully.
And from Colossians 1:11-14:
May you be made strong with all the strength that
comes from his glorious power, and may you be
prepared to endure everything with patience,
while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the
saints in the light. He has rescued us from the
power of darkness and transferred us into the
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Reign of Christ …continued

Church Council News

kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
And in our singing, the following hymn texts come to mind:

Pat Schmetzer, Council Secretary
Trinity’s Church Council met via Zoom on Wednesday,
October 19th.

When hope seems like delusion, I taste the bitter
cup and plead, ‘Lord, quench my fear, confusion.’
God ends the night, restores delight, by faith I face
tomorrow. (#776, What God Ordains Is Good
Indeed)

Another successful Thanksgiving dinner was prepared for the
migrant guest workers in our community. Thank you to the
many people who helped out with this dinner, both
providing food and delivery.

The church of Christ, in every age, beset by
change, but Spirit led, must claim and test its
heritage and keep on rising from the dead. (#729,
The Church of Christ, in Every Age)

Council has decided to move ahead on plans to replace one
of the old HVAC units on the roof which is part of our major
capital expenditures project approved at the last Annual
Meeting. There is a significant lead time on getting the
equipment and we are hoping for a spring installation.

Day by day, your mercies, Lord, attend me,
bringing comfort to my anxious soul. (#790, Day by
Day)
If you but trust in God to guide you, with gentle
hand through all your ways, you’ll find that God is
there beside you when crosses come, in trying
days. Trust then in God’s unchanging love, built on
the rock that will not move. (#769, If You But Trust
in God to Guide You)
Sometimes it is hard to find hope in the world, when we feel
so overwhelmed and anxious about our contemporary times.
Returning to scripture and our songs of faith can be one way
that we remind ourselves that we are in God’s hands, and
God has seen the world at both its best and most difficult
times, and God still finds ways to give hope and bring justice
in the brokenness. God’s reign is here and now, and also not
yet. In the meantime, may we never cease in our praying for
change.
“O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always
ready to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on
your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this
suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.” (Sundays and Seasons, Prayer of the Day for October
16th, 2022)

Missing our morning coffee? We’re going to try having coffee
and fellowship again in the Katie Luther room. After worship,
you are welcome to head next door for some coffee and
conversation.
We hope you’ve enjoyed the videos that were prepared by
our Visioning Task Team about the various stakeholders that
call Trinity their home. The task team is now busy preparing
their final report for council.
Regretfully, we have accepted the resignation of Stephanie
Brubacher from council. We appreciate all the hard work she
has done on council and especially her role in researching
and guiding us through the many rules and expectations of
the pandemic. Thanks, Stephanie, for helping to keep us all
informed and safe.

Canada Lutheran
The ELCIC’s awarding winning
magazine, Canada Lutheran, is
available via subscription through
the Trinity office. By grouping our
orders together, we qualify for bulk
rates.
If you are interested in receiving
Canada Lutheran in 2023, 10 issues
in total, please contact Jamie in the church office. The cost
for 2023 is $21.00 and due by Sunday, November 13th.
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Guest Workers’ Thanksgiving

Youth News

Dee Radke

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker
Save the Date! Another Fall In-Person Event!
We are getting together in-person on Saturday, November
19th! Exact details will follow, but we will be getting together
for an outdoor service type event. We are looking for
suggestions of something we could do outdoors to spread
kindness, be helpful, be kind. Send your suggestions to Heidi
at hvanschaik@rogers.com. Youth in grades 5 and up are
invited and we are really looking forward to seeing you (feel
free to invite your friends). We are hoping to continue to
gather monthly, outdoors, for as long as the weather allows,
and will be re-evaluating as we go. We hope you are looking
forward to getting together in-person and would love to hear
your thoughts on other outdoor things we could be doing.
Watch your email for more details and if you aren’t receiving
the youth emails, make sure you email Heidi, to get on the
email list!
CLAY Gathering

On Sunday, October 16th, an intrepid Trinity group
volunteered to again deliver Thanksgiving dinner to the 44
Jamaican guest workers at nearby Pfenning's Organic Farm.
The workers were most grateful. One gentleman thanked
Trinity for our kindness over the years. We look forward to a
post-pandemic time when we can again host our Jamaican
guests for an in-person meal at Trinity.
A most sincere thanks to our generous Trinity volunteers for
their work with this annual event.

CLAY 2023 is coming to Waterloo! All those currently in
grades 8 and up are invited to attend Ashes & Embers, the
national youth gathering, August 10th to 13th at Wilfrid
Laurier University . Trinity will be sending a group and we
would love for it to be a big group! Details are still limited
and will be shared as we receive them. If you are not
currently receiving the youth emails, please email Heidi at
hvanschaik@rogers.com. Feel free to reach out if you have
any questions regarding CLAY! Registration will begin in
February 2023. Band and drama applications are currently
open to those interested, and are due November 18th, 2022.
More details at claygathering.ca/band-drama-team.

Gentle Readers

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Don’t forget to set your clocks back one
hour before heading to bed on Saturday,
November 5th. Daylight saving time officially
ends for another year in the wee hours of
Sunday, November 6th.
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The November selection for the Gentle
Readers book club is The Dinner by
Herman Koch.
The group meets next on November
15th at 7:00 pm in the Martin Luther
Room at Trinity. Simply come to the
meeting having read the book in
advance.

An Advent Service of

Lessons & Carols

with Handbells

Featuring the handbell choir of
Trillium Lutheran Church, Waterloo

Sunday, December 4th
3:30 pm

with guests from

Trillium Lutheran Church
22 Willow Street, Waterloo





St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Kitchener
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Kitchener
Trinity Lutheran Church, New Hamburg

Family Advent Event

Endowment Fund Requests

Families are invited to a Faith Adventures Advent Event on
Sunday, November 27th at 11:00 am. We’ll make home
Advent wreaths, share a light lunch of grilled cheese and
soup, and then have a short worship devotion. Please RSVP
to Pastor Tanya by Sunday, November 13th, as we’ll need to
purchase supplies and food. Kids, youth, parents, and
grandparents are all welcome!

Trinity’s Endowment Fund has a long history of supporting
projects that extend our mission and ministry into the wider
community. At the annual meeting in February, the
congregation voted to distribute over $50,000 to 16 different
projects in 2022.

Statements and Envelopes
Offering statements reflecting donations made from January
through October will be sent out in early November. Please
review this record of your donations carefully and contact
the church office with any discrepancies.
Offering envelopes for 2023 will be available in late
November or early December. If you have not received
boxed offering envelopes before and would like some, please
contact the church office. (Givers on pre-authorized
remittance, PAR, do not receive envelopes.)

As we begin to move towards the end of the year, the
Endowment Fund Committee is inviting members of the
congregation to submit potential ideas of projects or causes
they would like to see supported by proceeds from the
Endowment Fund. While it is unknown until the end of
the year how few or how many dollars are available to
distribute, the Committee will begin assessing potential
recipients in December.
Any suggestions should be submitted, in writing, to the
church office by the end of November. The Committee then
prepares a list for the congregation’s consideration at the
Annual Meeting in the new year.
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Sacraments and Seasons

Advent Projects

We offer our congratulations to Pastor
Phil Heinze celebrating his 80th
birthday in November. We also
congratulate Emily Ritz and Steffen
Pentelow, married October 15th at
Trinity.

In the coming weeks, we’ll share details on the various
Advent projects that Trinity traditionally supports, including
warm woolies (hats, mitts, scarves), socks for House of
Friendship, Christmas Cheer for Trinity seniors and shut-ins,
and Holiday Hampers in support of Wilmot Family Resource
Centre. Stay tuned!

On Sunday, October 16th, we
welcomed Max Stokes at the font for the sacrament of Holy
Baptism. Max is the son of Tyler and Sara Stokes.

Book Review

Evening Prayer/Soup Supper
Trinity will once again offer midweek in-person evening
prayer during the season of Advent.

Lynn Thompson, TRC Task Team
Trinity Library has been blessed with an extensive library of
Sister Anne’s books around the topic of Indigenous culture.
Over the next months, outlines of these books will appear in
the Dove. You are encouraged to take home a book of
interest, enjoy it and then replace it so others too will be
able to read it. We’d love to hear your comments on any you
read, but this is not a requirement! Comments can be placed
in the TRC Task Team mail slot in the Martin Luther Room.
Myths and Legends of the Haida Indians
of the Northwest
The Children of the Raven

Join us on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm, starting December
1st, for a half-hour of contemplative worship with readings,
music, and candlelight.
We’re glad to announce that we’ll once again offer a simple
soup supper in advance of the Evening Prayer services. Come
for fellowship and a bowl of soup at 5:30 pm in Trinity Hall.
Consider bringing a friend!

Blood Donor Clinic

If you enjoy myths, this book is for you!
Delightfully illustrated, these myths and
legends of the Raven will delight old and
young alike. The pictures would be great
art projects for kids. The Raven cycle is a most important
category in Haida myths. The raven changes things or makes
things happen. He shows people their folly, making them
both laugh and cry at the same time. Stories include:
▪
The Raven and the First People
▪
The Flood
▪
How the Raven Got Fresh Water
▪
The Raven and the Salmon
▪
The Raven and the Ball of Light
▪
How the Raven Lost His Bill
▪
Nanasimgat (a hunter)
▪
The Bear Mother and Father

Trinity is pleased to once again host a
blood donor clinic this year!
The blood donor clinic will be held on
Boxing Day, Monday, December 26th
from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm at Steinmann
Mennonite Church. Everyone donating blood must have an
appointment. You can book an appointment by calling 1-888
-2-DONATE (1-888-236-6283) or you can book online at
blood.ca.
We could use a few of volunteers to assist with the hosting
duties. Please contact Ken Seltzer or the church office if you
are interested. Volunteer hours are available to high school
students.
Thank you, Ken, for spearheading this important initiative in
our wider community!

November 2022 | page 6

Financial Update
Carol Murray, Congregational Council

2022 General Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

213,869

195,277

18,592

Expenses

225,366

221,863

3,503

($11,497)

($26,586)

$15,089

Total

2022 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

11,307

13,125

(1,818)

Expenses

4,949

13,125

(8,176)

Total

$6,358

0

$6,358

Year-to-date figures updated through September 30th, 2022.
Capital Fund carry-over from 2021, not included above, is $21,504.

Total Investment: $272,000
Actual YTD
107,464

Expenses

174,564

Total

Capital Fund: The Capital Fund had an income of $1,303 and
no expenses for the month of September. This leaves us
with a balance of $27,862, including the carry forward from
last year.
Major Capital Expenditures: September saw a modest
income of $125. This means our YTD income was $107,464
(including $23,000 Endowment Fund contribution) and our
earlier roof expenses were $174,564 leaving us with a deficit
of $67,100. Thank you to all those who have made a
donation to these expenses, and those that made extra
donations during our October matching month, wherein a
generous member is willing to match up to $10,000!

Major Capital Expenditures

Receipts

General Fund: for the month of September, we had income
of $27,613 and expenses of $23,722. This leaves us with a
surplus of $3,891 for the month. From a year-to-date
standpoint, we are still ahead of what we had budgeted for
this time of the year. Our YTD income is $213,869 compared
to the budgeted amount of $195,277 and our YTD expenses
are $225,366 compared to the budgeted amount of
$221,863. This still leaves us in a deficit (-$11,497) but not
as bad of one we were expecting (-$26,586). We budget
assuming November and December are stronger months for
Trinity so please continue with your tremendous support.
Let’s finish the year on a high note and eliminate the deficit
entirely!

($67,100)

Receipts and expenses for Major Capital Expenditures through August 31st, 2022.
Receipts include $23,000 from Endowment Fund as approved at Annual Meeting.

Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music
Leanne Darlington, visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker
Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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November 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg
Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

9:30 am
Prayer Circle
10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate

5:45 pm
9:30 pm
Music Together Music Together
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

3

6

7

8

9

All Saints Sunday
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
10:45 am Confirmation Class

6:00 pm
TOPS

10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate

5:45 pm
9:30 pm
Music Together Music Together

No handbells

10

Friday

4

Saturday

5
9:30 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

11

12
9:30 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

No choir

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

23rd Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
10:45 am Adult Learning

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbells

10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate
7:00 pm
Gentle Readers

9:30 pm
Music Together
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

Pastor Tanya
Holidays

Pastor Tanya
Holidays

5:45 pm
Music Together
7:00 pm
Church Council
Meeting
Dove Deadline
(Dec. Issue)
Pastor Tanya
Holidays

Pastor Tanya
Holidays

Pastor Tanya
Holidays

Pastor Tanya
Holidays

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Reign of Christ
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
10:45 am Confirmation Class
1:30 pm Nithview Worship

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbells

10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate

5:45 pm
9:30 pm
Music Together Music Together
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

27

28

29

30

1st Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
11:00 am Faith Adventures
Family Advent Event

6:00 pm
TOPS
6:30 pm
Handbells

10:30 am
Bible Study
5:00 pm
Karate

5:45 pm
Music Together
7:00 pm
NVMA
Leadership
Team Meeting
(at Trinity)

9:30 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

9:30 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

