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Finding Hope
The Rev. Leanne Darlington, Visitation Pastor
As I sat down to write this month’s article, I had lots of ideas
flashing through my mind. Do I talk about Advent? Do I talk
about favourite Christmas recipes or what one enjoys most
about Christmas itself? I started each one, and nothing
seemed to feel right. I pondered why I could not come up
with any set idea to write about this year.
And then I began to replay the past year in my mind. 2022
was another year of interruptions, divisiveness, and
brokenness with freedom convoys and mask mandates,
hurricanes and wildfires, violence and wars, droughts and
flooding, all within a global pandemic that is seemingly never
-ending. It has been a challenging year and trying to find
peace and harmony at Christmas is difficult. Where do we
find hope for the future?
I often wonder what it may have been like for folks some
2000 years ago. There were vast amounts of political
divisiveness and violence. The poor were getting poorer, and
the rich were getting richer. Families went hungry from
paying exorbitant taxes to dishonest tax collectors. Where
did they find hope for the future?
We read in Luke 2:4-7, Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.
The saviour of the world was born in the stillness of night
beneath a sky full of stars. He was wrapped with cloth and
laid in a manger, his mother Mary looking down at him, fully
aware of what this gift meant for the world. In God taking on
the form of a tiny babe, there was hope for the future.
The text continues (Luke 2:8-11), Now in that same region
there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid,

for see, I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord.”
The news of Jesus’ birth spread first to the shepherds. It was
not immediately shared with royalty, the Jewish authorities,
or the magi, but with hard-working shepherds watching their
flocks in the nearby fields. From the time he was born, the
promise and hope of God through the gift of Jesus Christ was
made known to the ordinary, the forgotten and the
oppressed.
Luke continues (2:15-18, 20), When the angels had left them
and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child, and all who heard
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them… The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.
The shepherds heard and saw the good news that God had
sent to the world. They trusted in this gift and were
overjoyed to share it with all who would listen.
I wonder what folks thought when the shepherds excitedly
began to tell of the good news that they had heard and seen.
Would there have been the raised eyebrows, questioning,
disbelief, and theorizing that we see in our world today?
During these upcoming seasons of Advent and Christmas,
may we take some time to reflect on the hope that is found
within the hopelessness of our modern world. The promise
of God breaks through and into our world in ordinary ways;
in the birth of a tiny child, in offering a cup of cold water to
those who thirst. We are the hands of Christ when we
provide warm blankets, mittens, and hats to the homeless.
We are the voice of Christ in using our words to fight
privilege and injustice. We are the body of Christ in sharing
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Hope …continued

Church Council News

our time with all who are lonely, injured or struggling with
illness.

Pat Schmetzer, Council Secretary

May we remember the promise and light that Jesus Christ
brings to our lives. May we let that light shine within us,
giving hope and brightness to a weary world.

Trinity’s Church Council met on Wednesday, November 16 th.
It was lovely for council to meet in person for the first time in
over 2 ½ years.
The Visioning Task Team gave their report to Council. They
have done some interesting and exciting work. During the
next year they will add some new members and will be
gathering with the rest of the congregation to expand the
visioning process. We thank Rick Ritz, Lori Arnott, Reid
Spencer, and Lynn Thompson for the excellent work that
they have done on this team.

Wishing all a Merry Christmas and a blessed 2023.

Sacraments and Seasons
We offer our congratulations to Greta
Mellow who celebrates her 80th
birthday in December.

You may not notice at this time of year, but all of the rubber
has now been removed from the former day care
playground. A huge thank you to Jerry Baan, Bruce Wagler,
Mike Gascon, our Peel Street tenants and their friend Brian,
and to Dave Bender at B-W Feed & Supply for the use of
their equipment.

On Sunday, November 13th we
welcomed new members to Trinity:
Nancy Cook, and John and Judy
Yausie. Thank you for joining us in our
mission and ministry!
We grieve with the family of Ken Schmidt, who died on
November 14th. Blessed are they who mourn.

Sunday Tech Helper
We could use one more volunteer to add to our capable
team of Sunday morning tech helpers who run the cameras
for online worship. This role requires basic computer skills,
and training is provided. Typically, tech volunteers do three
Sundays in a row, 3 to 4 times per year. Please speak to
Jamie Courtney if you feel you have gifts to offer in this area.

After some difficult discussion, council has made the
following decision regarding masking:
At this time, under recommendations from the
Ontario’s Chief Medical Officer of Health and the
Eastern Synod Bishop, we ask that when you
attend worship you wear a mask and leave the
mask on for the duration of the service. These
measures are in place due to the increase in
influenza, RSV, and Covid-19 virus – our masking
will protect our vulnerable children.
Worship
leaders are permitted to remove their mask when
they are speaking or singing but will also be asked
to wear masks at all other times.
Council will continue to review the situation monthly.

Blood Donor Clinic
Trinity’s annual blood donor clinic will be
held on Boxing Day, Monday, December 26th
from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm at Steinmann
Mennonite Church. Everyone donating blood
must have an appointment. You can book an
appointment by calling 1-888-2-DONATE (1-888-236-6283)
or you can book online at blood.ca.

This season is beginning to get very busy with our annual
collections for the Holiday Hamper program, warm woolies,
and men’s socks, and with Christmas Cheer plans for our
seniors. Our staff and council are busy with planning for the
Advent and Christmas seasons and preparing the budget for
2023. It is a joyful season (well, maybe except for budgets?).
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Christmas Worship

Youth News
Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker
CLAY Gathering

Trinity offers two options for Christmas Eve worship. Join us
at either 5:00 pm (in-person only) or 7:00 pm (in-person and
online). The earlier service is a bit less formal with music led
at the piano, and the later service is more traditional with
choir, organ, and candle lighting. Facemasks are required for
in-person Christmas Eve worship.
We reconvene on Christmas Day at 9:30 am for a service of
Lessons and Carols with Holy Communion.
Please join us as you are able this Christmas season!

CLAY 2023 is coming to Waterloo!
All those currently in grades 8 and
up are invited to attend Ashes &
Embers, the national youth
gathering, August 10th to 13th at
Wilfrid Laurier University . Trinity
will be sending a group and we would love for it to be a big
group! Details are still limited and will be shared as we
receive them. If you are not currently receiving the youth
emails, please email Heidi at hvanschaik@rogers.com. Feel
free to reach out if you have any questions regarding CLAY!
Registration will begin in February 2023.

Evening Prayer & Soup
Trinity will once again offer midweek in-person evening
prayer during the season of Advent. Join us on Thursday
evenings at 6:30 pm, starting December 1st, for a half-hour of
contemplative worship with readings, music, and candlelight.

Gentle Readers
The December selection for the Gentle
Readers book club is Camino Island by John
Grisham. The group meets next on December
13th at 7:00 pm in the Martin Luther Room at
Trinity. Simply come to the meeting having
read the book in advance.

We’re glad to announce that we’ll once again offer a simple
soup supper in advance of the Evening Prayer services. Come
for fellowship and a bowl of soup at 5:30 pm in Trinity Hall.
Consider bringing a friend! A sign-up sheet for brining soup
and bread is in the narthex at Trinity.

Gifts from the Heart

Year End Donations

Canadian Lutheran World Relief's online Gifts
from the Heart catalogue is full of thoughtful
and creative gifts that will make a meaningful
difference in the lives of those who need it
most. Bring joy to your loved ones and change the lives of
people around the world this Christmas! Check out the
catalogue online at www.clwr.org/gfth2022 (copies also
available at Trinity).

Please note that the final day for 2022 offerings is Sunday,
December 25th. Any offerings received after this date
(including by mail or in the drop-box at the main entrance)
will be processed in 2023. We aim to end our financial year
“in the black” and appreciate your extra-mile offerings in
December! Tax receipts for 2022 donations will be available
by the end of January 2023 and will be mailed.
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2023 Offering Envelopes

Lutherans Connect Devotions

Offering envelopes for 2023 have been prepared and are
starting to be distributed in our Trinity community. If you do
not normally receive envelopes and would like some, please
contact the church office.

Deacon Sherry Coman, Lutherans Connect

If you are a PAR giver, and would like to make a change to
your monthly donations, PAR change forms are available on
the church website at www.telc.ca/PAR. Hard copies are also
in the narthex at Trinity. Has it been awhile since you’ve
reviewed your PAR offerings? Considering an increase for
2023? Changes for January PAR need to be in to the church
office by January 4th.

Annual Meeting & Report
Angel Musician, by Giovan Battista di Jacopo, 1521

Church Council has set the date for our next annual meeting.
Mark your calendar for Sunday, February 26th at 11:00 am.
After the last two annual meetings online via Zoom, it is
anticipated that the 2023 meeting will return to being an inperson event.
For those folks who normally submit reports and information
for the Annual Report, please note that the deadline for
submissions is January 9th. Reports in electronic format are
preferred, and can be sent via email to Jamie Courtney in the
church office: courtney@telc.ca.

January Publishing Break
Trinity forgoes a January issue of Trinity Dove, and returns to
our publication schedule with a February issue. The content
deadline for the February issue of the Dove newsletter will
be January 18th, 2023.
Stay up-to-date with Trinity happenings in the weekly
emailer, sent each Friday. If you’re not currently receiving
the emailer and would like to, you can sign up on Trinity’s
website at www.telc.ca/emailer.

How does music transform us as disciples? In both Hebrew
and Greek, the words for sound, noise, and voice are all the
same. And these words are also used to convey the presence
of musical instruments and even the sound of language
being spoken. In the biblical story, human sound and voice
are used to express joy and sadness, the praise of God and
the longing for restoration. How does music lift up our
Advent hope and our year-round longing? How can our
voices inspire us to bring forth our deepest desires for new
creation?
This year in our annual Lutherans Connect advent devotions,
we will explore the soundscapes and songs of all God’s
creatures, as we seek to prepare our hearts and minds for
the transformation that the birth of Jesus offers us. How can
we make space and take a breath to dwell in the wonder and
mystery of Advent? Join us starting November 27th, for
twenty-nine devotional days until Christmas. And may the
coming of the Christ child bless you in your Advent journey!
(For those who are new to Lutherans Connect devotions, you
can find them posted to the Lutherans Connect Facebook
page and on Twitter starting November 27 th. Or, write to
lutheransconnect@gmail.com and ask to be put on the email
list.)
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Season of Giving
Trinity’s Annual

All items can be dropped off at Trinity, Sunday through Friday, in the bins
in the stairwell at the main entrance (glass doors) on Church Street.

Gifts for Holiday Hampers

in support of Wilmot Family Resource Centre

Due December 4th

Help us prepare gifts for families in need. All items need to be brand new
and unwrapped. Here are a few ideas for all ages:
Children and Youth: books, craft kits, colouring books, small toys, stuffed
animals, bubble bath, puzzles, candy, board games
Adults: bath or lotion gift sets, adult colouring books, card games, puzzles,
hard candy, chocolates, nuts, coffee or tea gift sets

Warm Woolies

Due December 4th

in support of Wilmot Family Resource Centre

Keep folks warm in our community. We’re accepting new or homemade
hats, mitts, gloves, and scarves. Children, youth, and adult sizes welcomed.

Men’s Socks

Due December 18th

in support of House of Friendship

Keep feet dry and warm this winter! We’re accepting new men’s socks...
consider purchasing bulk packages for maximum impact.
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Financial Update
Carol Murray, Congregational Council

2022 General Fund

In October, Trinity was fortunate to have another good
month on the financial front.

Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

238,401

216,085

22,316

Expenses

247,809

244,963

2,846

Total

($9,408)

($28,878)

$19,470

General Fund: income for the month of October was
$24,532 and expenses were $23,403, resulting in a surplus
for the month of $1,129. On a year-to-date basis, this leaves
a deficit of $9,408 (income of $238,401 and expenses of
$247,809).
As we approach Christmas and the end of the year, let’s
continue our tremendous support of Trinity and eliminate
this remaining deficit.

2022 Capital Fund
Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Variance

Receipts

13,995

14,583

(588)

Expenses

4,949

14,583

(9,634)

Total

$9,046

$0

$9,046

Year-to-date figures updated through October 31st, 2022.
Capital Fund carry-over from 2021, not included above, is $21,504.

Major Capital Expenditures

Total Investment Approved: $272,000
Actual YTD
Receipts

113,339

Expenses

174,564

Total

Capital Fund: as of the end of October, we have a surplus of
$30,550 in our Capital Fund ($9,046 year-to-date plus
$21,504 carry forward). Our income for October was $2,688
and no expenses were incurred.
Major Capital Fund: the October receipts were $5,875 with
no expenditures made. On a year-to-date basis, we have
received donations of $89,851, received $23,000 from the
Endowment Fund and raised $488 from fundraisers. This
gives us a total income of $113,339. The new roof cost
$174,564 leaving us with a deficit of $61,225. We have
raised almost 65% of the cost of the roof! Well done,
Trinity!
Thanks for your continued support of all of Trinity’s
ministries.

($61,225)

Receipts and expenses for Major Capital Expenditures through October 31 st, 2022.
Receipts include $23,000 from Endowment Fund as approved at Annual Meeting.

Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music
Leanne Darlington, visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker
Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music
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December 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Trinity Church
New Hamburg
Wednesday

Understanding through Film
Colonization Road

Thursday, January 26th, 7:00 pm
An exploration of the effects of road building
by settlers on Indigenous land and culture.

Thursday

1

Friday

2

5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

Saturday

3
9:30 am
Handbells (at
Trillium Luth.)
7:30 pm
AA

FREE SCREENING AT ZION UNITED CHURCH
All are welcome for this third film presented by the
Wilmot Ecumenical Working Group on Indigenous/Settler

4

5

6

2nd Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
3:30 pm Lessons & Carols
with Handbells at
Trillium Luth, Waterloo

6:30 pm
Handbells

9:30 am
Prayer Circle
10:30 am
Bible Study

7

8

11

12

13

3rd Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship

6:30 pm
Handbells

10:30 am
Bible Study
7:00 pm
Gentle Readers

18

19

20

21

22

4th Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Hybrid Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
1:30 pm Nithview Worship

6:30 pm
Handbells

10:30 am
Bible Study

7:00 pm
Church Council
Meeting

5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

9

5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

14

15

10
9:30 am
Music Together
7:30 pm
AA

16

9:30 am
Music Together
5:30 pm
Soup Supper
6:30 pm
Evening Prayer
7:00 pm
Trinity Choir

17
7:30 pm
AA

23

24
Christmas Eve
5:00 pm &
7:00 pm
Christmas Eve
Worship
7:00pm livestreamed

No AA meeting

25

26

Christmas Day
9:30 am Hybrid Worship

CHURCH
CHURCH
OFFICE CLOSED OFFICE CLOSED
12:00 pm

Last chance for 2022 offerings! Trinity Blood
Offerings received after today will
be processed in 2023.

Donor Clinic at
Steinmann
Mennonite

27

28
CHURCH
OFFICE CLOSED

29

30

31

Remember!
Changes for
January PAR
due by Jan 4th.

7:30 pm
AA

