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I once shared a story during a sermon at Trinity on how I 

failed to see colour in people. I thought, at the time, what I 

was doing was being inclusive. Yet, as I continue to learn 

about racism and institutional privilege, I was not being as 

inclusive as I thought. I grew up believing that God loves 

everybody regardless of colour. (It is probably also worth 

nothing that growing up in rural Nova Scotia, I never had 

much opportunity to meet black people, Indigenous people 

or people of colour). The first person of colour I met was in 

high school, and theirs was the only family of colour in our 

school district. Over the last few years, I have been reading 

and relearning about what racism is, and how our systems of 

government, church, business, are built on the values of our 

white, European ancestors. One of my biggest learnings so 

far, is that in my generalized inclusivity has permitted the 

systems I live and work in to perpetuate racism, by nullifying 

the experiences and gifts of black people, Indigenous people, 

and people of colour. 

For all those years of thinking I was being inclusive and not 

seeing people of colour, or even by ignoring the fact that 

racism occurs, had closed me off to learning about what 

racism really is; how racism is baked into our culture, in both 

subtle and not-so-subtle ways. 

A couple of summers ago, we hearing repeatedly in the news 

about the deaths of innocent black people in the United 

States, and here in Canada, news of unmarked graves and 

missing and murdered Indigenous women. I knew it was time 

for me to start reading about the struggles and injustices of 

BIPOC people (black, Indigenous, people of colour). And I 

wanted to start learning about the impacts of white privilege 

in our churches in particular. A new book had just come out 

called Dear Church: A love letter from a black preacher to the 

whitest denomination in the U.S.  The author is Lenny 

Duncan, a black pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America. Yup, you read that right. Our sister church to the 

south is what he calls the whitest denomination in the 

United States. Truthfully, I could see our church, the ELCIC, 

reflected in his writings. 

I found this to be a hard, slow read. Each page brought 

humbling, sad, and frustrating illustrations to light of how 

the church I love so dearly (the ELCIC and its membership, 

specifically), has not always been, and in some ways 

continues not to be, as open and inclusive as I had thought. 

The church I love has also allowed a generalized notion of 

inclusivity to keep it at a stand still and not take a good, hard 

look at our own systems of racism and injustice to BIPOC 

people. 

I have to say how utterly unaware I was of things in church 

that could be offensive or considered racist, things that I take 

for granted as a white woman. This was not done on 

purpose, yet by ignoring the realities of how they came to be 

the norm, they have perpetuated racism in the life of the 

church  

Author Lenny Duncan writes that systemic racism can be 

found in every fiber of our church life. If we open ourselves 

to explore why we do what we do, everything from liturgical 

colours to how we use images of darkness and light in the 

season of Advent. 

White robes for Easter and black cassock (different style of 

robe) for Good Friday. White does not mean good, and black 

bad; Easter good, Good Friday bad. Without Good Friday 

there is no Easter, Good Friday is holy, black, like white is 

holy. In some of our hymns and liturgies, there is a 

reinforced idea that white is holy and black equals sin. I wear 

a white alb (robe) on Sunday mornings, because I was taught 

it represents baptism and purity. But I never stopped to 

reflect deeply that the colours of resurrection and victory are 

also white; the baptismal candle, also white. So much of our 

church ‘stuff’ is white because white is considered good, and 

the absence of white subtly tells is that darkness or blackness 

are bad. 

Going back to my days as a child, I never saw a portrait of 

Jesus that wasn’t white. Yet given where Jesus was born and 

grew up, the likelihood that he was European white is slim to 

none. And many of the Lutheran churches I visit today have 

this white Jesus, which is an inaccurate portrayal of what 

Jesus would have looked like. But our churches in North 

America are influenced by our European roots – Jesus 

Black History Month 

The Rev. Tanya Varner, Pastor 

continued on page 3... 
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Church Council News 

Pat Schmetzer, Council Secretary 

Trinity’s Church Council met on Wednesday, January 18th.   

Council has reviewed and made minor changes to the 2023 

proposed budget. This budget will be presented for approval 

at the Annual Meeting on February 26th. 

We are looking for some new council members in 2023.  

Serving on council is a very rewarding experience. It is 

interesting to get to know more about all the different 

aspects of what it takes to keep the church running and 

serving others in our community and beyond. Council meets 

once a month for two hours, and members act as liaisons to 

the committees and task teams that oversee the work of the 

congregation. 

We have a great team of people who share the work, and 

council invites each of you to consider joining if you: 

▪ have an interest in property 
▪ have a general interest in seeing our church thrive and 

provide help to our community 
▪ have ideas to enhance our worship experience 
▪ like to participate in the decision making of our 

congregation 

We’d love to have you join us.  If you might have an interest 

or would like to learn more about it please speak with Pastor 

Tanya or have a chat with one of our council members. 

One of our other areas in need of assistance is with the 

property planning and maintenance. In 2023 we would like 

to create a property committee to oversee small projects 

and gather information for larger projects. If you have a 

passion and talent for property matters and would like to 

help out, please speak to Pastor Tanya. 

Black History …continued 

therefore, must look like us! 

After reading Duncan’s book, I am trying to take greater care 

in how I use language, phrases, words, and imagery, because 

it does matter. I think about white Jesus at the front of 

Trinity, I think about white gowns with hoods, I think about 

images of light and dark, good and bad, black and white. I 

can’t unsee these things. That’s the beauty of the gospel, it 

opens us up to see hard things sometimes. It tears off a band 

aid quickly so that we have to deal with the pain around us, 

the pains we inflict on others, and are uninflected upon 

ourselves. 

Maybe if you are reading this, you’re like me, saying, I had no 

idea these things I hold so dear have notes of systemic 

racism at their core. Duncan’s book wasn’t written to 

condemn the faithful church, but it was written to open our 

eyes, to educate us about systemic racism, colonization, 

even the racism within me that I didn’t even know was there. 

When my language doesn’t honor the holy diversity of all 

colours, Lord have mercy. 

When I fail to see practices in our church and society that 

privilege exclusion over diversity and equity, Lord have 

mercy. 

Open my heart, O God, to see that when one part of the body 

of Christ hurts, the whole body hurts 

Open my heart, O God, to unlearn what I have been taught 

about racism, and relearn the grace of your unconditional 

love for all people. 

Amen. May it be so! 

World Day of Prayer 

The 2023 World Day of Prayer is scheduled for Friday, March 

3rd. The service was written by the Women of Taiwan and the 

theme of the service is “I have heard about your faith”. This 

is Zion United’s turn to host the service and we will need to 

wait for their decision on whether they will host an in person 

or virtual service. 

In addition to weekly offering envelopes and PAR, Trinity 

accepts donations via e-transfer at donations@telc.ca. We 

are set up for auto-deposit, so you should not need to create 

a password for your e-transfer. Please use the memo field in 

the e-transfer to give us instructions on how to allocate your 

donation (General Fund, Capital Fund, etc). You may also 

include your envelope number, if known. 

E-Transfer Donations 
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We offer our congratulations to Anne 

Hammer who celebrated her 80th 

birthday in January, and to Pete Bast 

who will celebrate his 80th birthday in 

February.  

On January 8th, we welcomed Margot 

Hall-Howlett at the font for Holy Baptism. (Picture on front 

cover.) 

We grieve with the family of Cliff Wootton who died on 

December 9th; the family of Murray Deckert who died on 

December 17th; and the family of Liz Livingston who died on 

January 5th. Blessed are they who mourn. 

Sacraments and Seasons 

Trinity offers midweek hybrid evening prayer during the 

season of Lent. Join us on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm, 

starting March 2nd, for a half-hour of contemplative worship 

with readings, music, and candlelight. 

We’ll once again offer a simple soup supper in advance of 

the Evening Prayer services. Come for fellowship and a bowl 

of soup at 5:30 pm in Trinity Hall. Consider bringing a friend! 

We’ll soon have a sign-up sheet in the narthex for bringing 

soup and bread. 

Evening Prayer & Soup 

Annual Meeting & Report 

Church Council has set the date for our next annual meeting. 

Mark your calendar for Sunday, February 26th at 11:00 am. 

The Annual Meeting is an in-person event. 

The Annual Report will be available by February 5th. Thank 

you to those folks who contributed reports and summaries 

of our ministries over the past year. 

Trinity’s library has been blessed with an extensive collection 

of Sister Anne’s books around the topic of Indigenous 

culture. Over the next months, outlines of these books will 

appear in the Dove. You are encouraged to take home a 

book of interest, enjoy it and then replace it so others too 

will be able to read it. We’d love to hear your comments on 

any you read, but this is not a requirement! Comments can 

be placed in the TRC Task Team mail slot in the Martin Luther 

Room.  

My Heart Soars by Chief Dan George 

Chief Dan George OC (1899-1981) was a chief of the Tsleil-

Waututh Nation, a Coast Salish band whose Indian reserve is 

located on Burrard Inlet in the southeast area of the District 

of North Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. He also was 

an actor, musician, poet and an author. 

This book is short (95 pages) but full of the insights of Chief 

Dan George and the beautiful artwork of Helmut Hirnschall.  

Through poetry and prose George shares his insights on his 

life, Indigenous life and the future of his people. It can be 

read quickly (30 minutes) but I found I had to linger over his 

words – they were full of meaning even for me as a settler.  

It is still a popular book today though it was written in 1974. 

When you’re at church pick up the book and read a poem or 

two – it will give you food for thought in the coming week.  

Me Funny, essays edited by Drew Hayden Taylor  

Drew Hayden Taylor has gathered essays from a few 

Indigenous writers, mostly humorists, like himself, to try to 

explain what native humour is. There are as many views as 

there are writers. As the blurb on the back of the book 

states: 

Humour has always been a central part of North American 

Aboriginal culture. Most settlers just didn’t get the joke, and 

a stern, unyielding profile of “the Indian” came to dominate 

the mainstream imagination. Indians, it was believed, never 

laughed. But Indians themselves knew better. 

It is wildly funny at times and thought provoking at others. 

Give it a read. 

Carolin Heinze, TRC Task Team 

Book Reviews 

Ash Wednesday Worship 

Trinity’s Lenten journey begins with hybrid Ash Wednesday 

worship on February 22nd at 7:00 pm. Join us for the 

imposition of ashes and Holy Communion. All are welcome. 
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Youth News 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Winter Youth Retreat 

Youth in grades 6 to 12 are invited to a weekend youth 

retreat at Hidden Acres, February 24th to 26th. Registration is 

now open and ends on February 15th. Please contact Heidi, if 

you are interested in attending. 

Summer Lutheran Youth Camp (SLYC) 

Here’s an invitation for all youth in grades 7 to 12 (as of fall 

2023). SLYC is returning to Camp Kintail after three years to 

hold a weeklong intentional Christian youth camp from 

August 27th to September 1st. Camp is a part of the 

confirmation programming, but all youth are welcome to 

come to camp. If you would like more information about 

cost, the program, or registrations forms, please reach out to 

Pastor Tanya. We are excited to finally return to camp, and 

hope to see you there. 

Youth aged 16 and older are invited to apply to be a 

counsellor for the week. A small honorarium and volunteer 

hours are provided for your time. If you have questions or 

would like a counselor application form, please contact 

Pastor Tanya varner@telc.ca.  

CLAY Crew 2023 

CLAY 2023 will be held in Waterloo this summer and there is 

a great opportunity for those ages 18 to 21 years to apply to 

part of the CLAY Crew. The CLAY Crew is made up of youth, 

selected from across Canada, ages 18 to 21 (by December 

31st of the gathering year), who will be involved directly in 

leading the CLAY Gathering, while having the opportunity to 

participate in many of the usual Gathering activities like a 

regular Home Team. Find more info here: claygathering.ca/

claycrew/. Applications are due February 10th. If you are 

planning to apply, feel free to reach out to Heidi to help 

navigate the process and for a reference. 

Monthly Youth Event 

Throughout the pandemic, Trinity had been hosting online 

games nights for the youth. During the fall, we were able to 

gather in-person for our events. For February, we’ll have 

another online games night on the 24th. It was a lot of fun to 

Gentle Readers  

The February selection for the Gentle 

Readers book club is The Orenda by Joseph 

Boyden. The group meets next on February  

21st at 7:00 pm in the Martin Luther Room 

at Trinity. Simply come to the meeting 

having read the book in advance. 

gather on Zoom, see each other, hang out and play some 

games and we are looking forward to that relaxed 

environment again. We have mastered playing Among Us, 

beat an escape room and shared a lot of laughs playing 

Gartic Phone. Details are sent out monthly via email and we 

generally gather online on a Friday or Saturday evening. If 

you are currently in grades 5 to 12 and are not receiving our 

youth emails with the invitations, please email Heidi at 

hvanschaik@rogers.com to get added to the email list. 

CLAY 2023 – Ashes & Embers 

The national youth gathering will be 

held August 10th to 13th, 2023 in 

Waterloo! Registration will be 

opening in February and full details 

should be released shortly. Trinity will be sending a group 

and we are excited to be gathering together this summer! If 

you are currently in grades 8 to 12 and are interested in 

attending, please let Heidi know as soon as possible. Youth in 

grade 7 may be able to register, but we are awaiting 

confirmation on this. Youth older than grade 12 are also able 

to attend as leaders in training, or through CLAY Crew. Let 

Heidi know if you fall into either of these categories and are 

interested in attending. These gatherings occur every two 

years, and bring Anglican and Lutheran youth from across 

Canada together for a weekend of learning, worship, and 

fun! This is the first time Waterloo will be hosting the 

gathering. Due to travel being incredibly easy for us, the cost 

and logistics of attending this gathering will be much lower 

than normal and easy for us. If you know a youth who falls 

into one of these age categories, please consider passing on 

the invitation.  
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Eastern Synod Lay Retreat 

Last year we had the opportunity to attend the Bishop’s 

Spiritual Retreat for Lay Persons, hosted each Lent at Mount 

Carmel Spiritual Retreat in Niagara Falls. It’s a terrific location 

where Bishop Pryse welcomes lay folks from across the 

Synod to join him in a mini-retreat for 2 nights, with worship, 

meals, and group presentations by a spiritual director. 

This year, the retreat is Friday March 24th to Sunday, March 

26th. Jamie returns as one of the worship leaders (along with 

Pastor Adom Snook, Assistant to the Bishop). The presenter 

is Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson on the topic The Midnight 

Guide to the Bible. Not your usual Bible Study: examining 

the scriptures through murder, sex, money, mistakes, 

#MeToo, and real estate!  

The fee for the event is $275 and includes accommodations 

and meals from Friday supper through Sunday lunch. The 

Carmelites feed us well! More information and registration 

are available at the Eastern Synod website: 

easternsynod.org/event/bishops-spiritual-retreat-for-

laypersons/. Hurry… space is limited! Any questions can be 

Jamie & Amy Courtney 

sent to the Retreat Director, Dorothy Frook at 

dbfrook@wightman.ca, or the Registrar, Prijna Gingrich, at 

anp.gingrich@rogers.com. 

Care to join us in Niagara Falls for some spiritual renewal? 

2022 Retreat Participants 

Lent 
Family Faith Event for 

Kids, Parents, and  

Grandparents are invited for a 

family craft, 

devotion, and lunch  
as we prepare for the journey 

from Lent to Easter. 

Sunday, February 19th 
10:45 am 
 

RSVP to varner@telc.ca  
by February 12th 

EAT some  
mac ‘n’ cheese 

MAKE  
a matchstick  

cross 



 Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  

Leanne Darlington, visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 
Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 
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Financial Update 

Carol Murray, Congregational Council 

Year-to-date figures updated through October 31st, 2022. 
Capital Fund carry-over from 2021, not included above, is $21,504. 

2022 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 315,607 287,703 27,904 

Expenses 303,105 299,292 3,813 

Total 3,869 (11,589) 15,458 

 2022 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Receipts 16,826 17,500 (674) 

Expenses 7,631 17,500 (9,869) 

Total 9,195 0 9,195 

Thanks to a very generous congregation, Trinity had a 

wonderful December!  By December 31, the Church was 

sitting with a surplus of $3,869 in the General Fund.  We had 

budgeted a deficit of $11,589 so to end with a surplus is an 

incredible feat! Congratulations and thank you! The good 

new continues for 2022 with additional offering revenue 

from estates and other non-recurring donations totalling 

$9,593.  

The Capital Fund ended the year with an income of $16,826 

and expenses of $7,631.  This resulted in a surplus of 

$9,195.  We had a carry forward from last year of $21,504 

so we ended the year with a surplus of $30,699. 

The Major Capital Funded ended the year with an income of 

$118,524 (including the Endowment Fund money) and 

expenses of $174,564.  This resulted in a deficit of $56,040. 

Thanks for your continued support of Trinity’s ministries! 

 Major Capital Expenditures 

Total Investment Approved: $272,000 

 Actual YTD 

Receipts 118,524 

Expenses 174,564 

Total ($56,040) 

Receipts and expenses for Major Capital Expenditures through December 31st, 2022. 
Receipts include $23,000 from Endowment Fund as approved at Annual Meeting. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 

2 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 
 

5 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:45 am Adult Learning 
 

6 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 

7 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
3:30 pm 
Karate 
 
 

8 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 

9 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
2:00 pm 
Karate 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

12 
6th Sunday after Epiphany 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:45 am Confirmation Class 
 

13 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 

14 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
3:30 pm 
Karate 
 
 

15 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
 
Dove Deadline 
(March Issue) 

16 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

19 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:45 am Family Faith Event 
1:30 pm  Nithview Worship 
 
 

20 
FAMILY DAY 
Church Office 
Closed 

21 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
3:30 pm 
Karate 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 

22 
Ash Wed.  
Worship 
7:00 pm 

 
 
 

23 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

26 
1st Sunday in Lent 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
11:00 am Annual Meeting 
 

27 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 

28 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
3:30 pm 
Karate 
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