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When Lent is behind us, we’ll have come out the other side, 

into Easter, with a new appreciation for reflection and 

reconciliation. We are challenged to look deep within 

ourselves and find ways to engage the world with God’s love. 

Easter is a time of remembering that Christ’s ministry did not 

end on the cross, but continues today, in us, as a living and 

active faith. 

What exactly is, a living faith? Pastors do an awful lot of 

talking about it in their sermons, and Bible studies often 

refer to the need of an active and living faith… but is there a 

clear definition or concrete model for living our faith? 

Actually, there are many. 

Pastor Gordan MacDonald, in his book, Going Deep: 

Becoming a Person of Influence, believes that the first step in 

living our faith as a church, is to cultivate “deep people”. In 

other words, until we take the time to teach people how to 

be deeply emerged in God’s love and mission, living our faith 

will only receive lip service. As the church, we need to do a 

better job in learning how to live our faith. (Bishop Susan and 

the National Church call it Spiritual Renewal). We need to 

pay attention to the faithful witnesses in scriptures (like 

Moses, Esther, or any number of faithful disciples) and learn 

from them about the powerful witness of living as though 

our faith is alive. We can look to historical witnesses, who, in 

times of trial, were bold in embodying their faith, even at the 

risk of losing their life. This includes folks like Dietrich 

Bonheoffer, St. Francis of Assissi, and Mother Teresa. Their 

stories are interwoven into our lives as models for hearing 

the good news on Sunday morning, and then actually 

believing it so completely that all of our actions, words, and 

deeds proceed from our faith in God. This is a living faith. 

What might this look like for us you may ask? Well, in the 

church, we are always talking about feeding the hungry, 

sheltering the homeless, providing justice for those who 

have no voice, or supporting the many service projects 

locally and beyond. All of these things are so very important 

to our calling as Christians, but sometimes I fear that these 

statements and service projects allow us to stay 

disconnected to the hurts in the world; there is never a 

personal face or story that touches us and compels us to dig 

deeper for something more. If we are to truly live our faith, 

then the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ, needs to 

compel us to put God at the centre of every decision, every 

action, every word we speak. If we do that, yhen this living 

faith of ours will truly change the world. But it starts with us 

and our relationship with God. The first question we ask is: is 

God at the center of my life?. And then, does my relationship 

with God factor into my daily life of decisions? 

What if, for this upcoming week or throughout the Easter 

season, we put God at the center of our lives? What if we 

really put God front and center? Might the way we speak to 

our children in moments of frustration look different as we 

see them the way God sees all of God’s children, as 

blessings? Might the frustrations we have for our co-workers 

be replaced with words that might build up our character 

and theirs? What if, instead of ‘flipping the bird’ to a 

complete stranger on the highway, we remain quiet and pray 

that they be kept safe in their journey home to their family? 

What if, as we focus on our financial stability, we make 

ethical choices about how we invest our funds; (do our 

investments cause others to work in unhealthy work 

environments, or support child labour? We always talk about 

the big things we can do to serve God on Sunday morning, 

but to have a living faith means we live it every second of 

every day. It’s a mindset that for many of us will need work, 

attention, prayer, and a helping hand. 

When we invite God into our whole day and our whole 

being, then we begin to see that our faith in God, through 

Christ Jesus, is alive and well and at work in the world. Our 

neighbours will see this, our colleagues will notice a change, 

and even strangers in our midst will be touched by our living 

faith, even if we speak no words to them. When people see a 

faith worth living in daily lives, then the world will be 

inspired to seek out the person of Christ whom we worship 

every Sunday. They will see that God is not just the entity we 

hide away in our church buildings to worship, but rather that 

God is walking in the world with all people, serving with 

open hands and a willing hearts – faith that truly is alive and 

living. 

Easter Faith is a Living Faith 

The Rev. Tanya Varner, Pastor 
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Church Council News 

Pat Schmetzer, Council Secretary 

Trinity’s Church Council met on Wednesday, March 15th.   

Council elected officers for 2023: 
▪ Al Junker, President 
▪ Rick Ritz, Vice President 
▪ Pat Schmetzer  Secretary 

The council also re-appointed Jackie Currah as treasurer and 

Holly McCurdy as financial secretary. Portfolios for council 

members will be decided before our April meeting.  

Council has decided to move ahead with a new photo 

directory of the congregation. Our previous directory was 

published in 2015 so it is quite out of date.  We’re in the 

early planning stages, but it’s looking like photo sittings will 

have two options, one in summer, and one in fall. Watch for 

details coming soon on specific timelines for booking photo 

appointments. Our goal is  to have the directory available for 

Trinity’s 190th anniversary in 2024.  

We have decided to hold a special coffee fellowship for 

Easter Sunday, April 9th.   Please put it on your calendar and 

join us after the Easter morning service. 

We’ve recently returned to in-person fellowship after 

worship. Thank you to the folks who’ve signed up to assist 

with this hospitality ministry. We would still welcome a few 

more folks to fill out our rotation. If you could help with 

putting the coffee on and some light cleanup, please speak to 

the church office. 

Coffee Fellowship 

Wilmot Heritage Day 

The 2023 Wilmot Heritage Day will be held on April 19th at 

the Township of Wilmot Admin Complex & Castle Kilbride in 

Baden. 

The event runs from 6:00 pm to 

9:00 pm. Starting at 6:00 pm you 

can enjoy local heritage displays 

on a variety of topics and 

themes. At 7:00 pm, join Gary Warrick (Professor Emeritus, 

Department of Archaeology and Heritage Studies, Wilfrid 

Laurier University) and Tanya Hill-Montour (Archaeology 

Supervisor of the Six Nations of the Grand River) as they 

explore and explain the rich archaeological history of Wilmot 

Township with a focus on Indigenous and Cultural Heritage 

Landscapes. At 8:00 pm, things will wrap up with questions 

for the lecturers and light refreshments. 

For more information, see the poster at Trinity or visit 

heritagewilmot.ca. 

Summer Lutheran Youth Camp (SLYC), formerly 

“confirmation camp”, is coming this August! Form for both 

campers and counsellors are due by Easter Sunday, April 9th. 

A partial subsidy is available to Trinity campers. 

For more information, please speak to Pastor Tanya. 

Camp Forms Due Soon 
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As the venue for their inaugural concert 50 

years ago, Trinity is pleased to host the 

Police Chorus again as they mark their 

special anniversary. Mark the date on your 

calendar—you won’t want to miss this 

concert! 

In addition to 2023 being a special 

anniversary year, the chorus will also mark 

its 1100th performance, and total volunteer 

time of over 1 million hours! 

Waterloo Regional 

Police Chorus 

50th Anniversary Concert 
Sunday, May 14th, 2023 
2:30 pm 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
23 Church Street 
New Hamburg, Ontario 
 

Admission by donation.  
Donations to support capital projects at Trinity Church. 

Holy Week Worship 

Our journey through Holy Week starts with worship on 

Palm/Passion Sunday on April 2nd. We wave local greens as 

we process into the church where we’ll participate in a 

congregational reading of the Passion 

According to Matthew. 

We gather to hear Jesus’ new 

commandment and observe the washing of 

feet on Maundy Thursday, April 6th, at 7:00 

pm. We observe the Last Supper, and then 

strip the altar to prepare for the 

continuation on Friday. 

On Good Friday, April 7th, we meet for 

worship at 10:00 am to hear the passion 

story from John’s gospel and reflect on the 

victory of the cross. 

Following the Good Friday service, our annual Prayer Vigil 

begins and continues through Holy Saturday. In one-hour 

shifts, Trinity folks pray, read, or make music in a time of 

personal devotion. (Timeslots are still available; please see 

the signup sheet in the narthex.) 

We meet on Saturday evening, April 8th, at 

7:00 pm for the great Vigil of Easter where 

we gather around the new fire, hear the 

salvation story, renew baptismal promises, 

and share in Holy Communion, all in 

celebration of the risen Christ.  

Our celebration from Saturday continues to 

Easter Sunday, April 9th  at the 9:30 am 

liturgy. 

Consider joining us for each of these liturgies 

as we experience the promise of Easter 

together. The prayer vigil and Saturday 

evening service are in-person events. All others are hybrid, 

livestreamed on our Facebook page. 



April 2023 | page 5 

Youth News 

Heidi Van Schaik, Youth Worker 

Monthly Youth Events 

We returned to in-person youth events in March and are so 

excited to see you all in real life! Details are sent out monthly 

via email and we generally get together the last weekend of 

the month for an afternoon or evening event. If you are 

currently in grades 5 to 12 and are not receiving our youth 

emails with the invitations, please email Heidi at 

hvanschaik@rogers.com to get added to the email list. 

CLAY 2023 – Ashes & Embers 

The national youth gathering will be 

held this summer from August 10th to 

13th in Waterlooo. Registration is now 

open. We are planning to take 

advantage of the early bird registration fee, so please let 

Heidi know by April 10th, if you are planning to register. You 

will still be able to register after this point, but the 

registration fee will be higher. Trinity will be sending a group 

and we are excited to be gathering together this summer! If 

you are currently in grades 7 to 12 and are interested in 

attending, please let Heidi know as soon as possible. Youth 

older than grade 12 are also able to attend as leaders in 

training. These gatherings occur every two years, in a chosen 

Canadian location and bring Anglican and Lutheran youth 

from across Canada together for a weekend of learning, 

worship and fun! This is the first time Waterloo will be 

hosting the gathering. Due to travel being incredibly easy for 

us, the cost and logistics of attending this gathering will be 

much lower than normal and easy for us. If you know a youth 

who falls into one of these age categories, please consider 

passing on the invitation.  

Gentle Readers  

The April selection for the Gentle 

Readers book club is The Stone 

Carvers by Jane Urquhart. The group 

meets next on April  18th at 7:00 pm 

in the Martin Luther Room at Trinity. 

Simply come to the meeting having 

read the book in advance. 

We offer our congratulations to folks 

celebrating milestone birthdays in April: 

Diane Goring (80), Sybille Hofmeyer (80), 

Mary Danner (85), Bill Rowe (90), and 

Shirley Unrau (90). Happy birthday, 

friends! 

We welcome Pastor Hans Borch as a new member at Trinity. 

Pastor Hans is presently serving as interm pastor at Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Tavistock, while they complete a call 

process. 

Sacraments and Seasons 

In addition to weekly offering envelopes and PAR, Trinity 

accepts donations via e-transfer at donations@telc.ca. (We 

are set up for auto-deposit.) Please use the memo field in the 

e-transfer to give us instructions on how to allocate your 

donation (General Fund, Capital Fund, etc). You may also 

include your envelope number, if known. 

E-Transfer Donations 

Office Painting 

We’re grateful to Ross Eichler, 

and his assistant, Jane, who are 

presently painting the Martin 

Luther Room and the church 

offices. It’s been quite awhile 

since these rooms were painted, 

and the results of the refreshed 

colours are looking terrific! 

Hospital Visits 

If you, or a friend or loved one, is in the hospital, please 

contact Pastors Tanya or Leanne or the church office. 

Trinity’s pastors are pleased to provide pastoral care 

wherever you may be. 
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Refugee Sponsorship: Together We Can Do This! 

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me…” The people of 

Trinity, New Hamburg, have taken these words from 

Matthew 25 seriously throughout our history, reaching out 

to welcome strangers through ministries of many kinds, 

including refugee settlement.  

How do we, as a congregation, decide when to support a 

refugee family? Sometimes we decide to reach out to CLWR 

to start the process. Other times, God places a need in front 

of us and we are invited to respond. 

This is the case with the two families from Liberia that Trinity 

– together with five other Lutheran churches – is working to 

settle in Canada. We have become aware of them because 

one of the families has been active in the Lutheran Church in 

Liberia (the dad was the music director), a direct result of the 

missionary work in Liberia that Lutherans in Canada 

supported for many years. They have had to flee the country 

and cannot return due to death threats. There are 11 people. 

The adults cannot work. The children cannot go to school. 

There are huge security risks. These families are refugees, 

which means that their lives will be in danger if they return 

to their home country. 

Is it possible that six Lutheran congregations in Ontario can 

sponsor them to come to Canada? 

Our Trinity church council considered this question, and said 

“Yes!” This means that Trinity has joined with the five other 

congregations in a “coalition of the willing,” because we 

believe that together we can accomplish what none of us can 

do alone. Our council did not include this project as a part of 

the regular church budget, but are inviting individuals to 

contribute what they can, over and above their regular 

offerings.   

Trinity, Hamilton will be the legal and community sponsor, 

and the families will be settled in the Hamilton area. The rest 

of us will raise the money needed by the Canadian 

government for CLWR to make the application to sponsor 

these families.  

The goal is $127,000. It is a lot, but it is a government 

requirement for this many people and two different families. 

Together, the other five congregations have already raised 

The Rev. Tanya Varner 

$107,000. We are $20,000 short! And CLWR cannot start the 

process until all of the money is received into a trust 

account. 

Trinity is a generous congregation with a heart for justice. 

Please prayerfully consider if you can help to welcome these 

strangers into Canada – just designate “refugee 

resettlement” with your offering. 

Questions? Contact Rick Ritz, Rebecca Larson, or Pastors 

Tanya and Leanne. 

Extended Study Leave 

At Council’s meeting in March, Mutual Ministry presented a 

proposal from Pastor Tanya to consider moving her 2 weeks 

of study leave in 2024 into 2023 and taking an extended 

study time leave for the month of June. This extended leave 

will allow Pastor Tanya to put a significant effort into her 

Ph.D. thesis, with the hopes of having things completed by 

the end of 2023. 

For this month of extended study leave, Pastor Leanne 

Darlington will provide pastoral care and be available for 

funerals. Pastor Stephen Larson has generously offered to 

support the study leave by providing Sunday morning 

worship supply in June. 

The Rev. Rebecca Larson 

On March 19th at the 

monthly Family Faith Event, 

we shared lunch and baked 

cookies for our friends at A 

Better Tent City. ABTC is a 

novel community-based 

approach to provide a home 

and a sense of belonging for 

approximately 50 residents who have experienced chronic 

homelessness in Waterloo Region.   

Family Faith Events 



 Al Junker, president ▪ Tanya Varner, pastor 
Jamie Courtney, parish administrator & minister of music  

Leanne Darlington, visitation pastor ▪ Heidi Van Schaik, youth worker 
Brian Racho, sexton ▪ Gywin Murray, emerita director of music 
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Financial Update 

Carol Murray, Congregational Council 

Year-to-date figures updated through February 28th, 2023. 
Capital Fund carry-over from 2022, not included above, is $30,699. 

2023 General Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 46,536 42,789 3,747 

Expenses 53,669 54,426 (757) 

Total ($7,133) ($11,637) $4,504 

 2023 Capital Fund 

 Actual YTD Budget YTD Variance 

Income 2,931 2,918 13 

Expenses 197 2,918 (2,721) 

Total $2,734 0 $2,734 

General Fund: 

For the Month of February, Trinity had an income of 

$23,124 and expenses of $27,148.  This resulted in a deficit 

of $4,024 for the month. After the first two months of the 

year, we are sitting with a year-to-date deficit of $7,133 

(YTD income of $46,536 and YTD expenses of $53,669).  This 

is quite normal for this time of year, and better than budget. 

Capital Fund:  

The Capital Fund had a February income of $1,518 and  no 

expenses. This results in a year-to-date surplus of $2,734. 

When you add last year’s carry forward we have $33,433 in 

this fund. 

Major Capital Fund: 

Trinity saw a modest income of $175 for the month of 

February in the Major Capital Fund. Work will soon begin on 

replacing the HVAC unit on the roof. The contract has been 

signed and we have paid them a portion of the cost. This is 

the $5,295 expense seen on February’s statement.  It will be 

good to get this work done.   

Thanks for your continued generosity. 

 Major Capital Expenditures 

Total Investment Approved: $272,000 

2022 Income 118,524 

2023 Income 1,280 

2022 Expenses 174,564 

 2023 Expenses 5,295 

Total ($60,055) 

Receipts and expenses for Major Capital Expenditures through February 28th, 2023. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
 

3 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 

4 
9:30 am 
Prayer Circle 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
3:30 pm 
Karate 
 

5 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 

6 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
Maundy  
Thursday  
Worship 
8:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

7 
10:00 am 
Good Friday 
Worship 
11:00 am 
Prayer Vigil 
Begins 
 

8 
7:00 pm 
Vigil of Easter 
Worship 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 

9 
Easter Sunday 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship with Cake! 

10 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 

11 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
3:30 pm 
Karate 
 
 
 

12 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
NVMA 
Leadership 
Meeting 
 

13 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

16 
2nd Sunday of Easter + Holy Baptism 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
10:45 am Adult Learning 
1:30 pm  Nithview Worship 
 
 

17 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

18 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
3:30 pm 
Karate 
7:00 pm 
Gentle Readers 
 

19 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 
6:00 pm 
Wilmot  
Heritage Day 
7:00 pm 
Church Council 
Meeting 
Dove Deadline 
(May Issue) 

20 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 
 
 

23 
3rd Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
10:45 am Confirmation Class 
 
 
 
 

24 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 

25 
10:30 am 
Bible Study 
3:30 pm 
Karate 
 
 

26 
5:45 pm 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
Mutual  
Ministry 

 
 
 

27 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:00 pm 
Trinity Choir 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
9:30 am 
Music Together 
7:30 pm 
AA 
 

30 
4th Sunday of Easter 
9:30 am  Hybrid Worship 
10:30 am Fellowship 
10:45 am Family Faith Event 
7:00 pm  TRC Task Team via Zoom 

April 2023 Trinity Church 
New Hamburg 

 


